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MR, RUSSELL, 


EAN American vu contemplates the diſtreſſes of Europe 
cannot but derive ſingular pleaſure and ſatisfaction from the 
fcenesof his own country. Here are obſerved the bleſſed effects of 
RELIGION, PEACE, and ORDER. There the deadly conſequences 
that flow from infidelity, war, and anarchy, Here, the law reigns 6 
ſupreme, we obey no man but as Ne is the organ that declares the will £0 ij [of 
of the whole, previouſly ſettled and promulgated by all the people 8 
in their juſt and equal repreſentation. There tyranny : and deſ- 
potiſm, with all the inſtruments of death and torture, are ſacri- 0 
ficing millions to the caprice of lawleſs will. Here, the arts flou- | 1 
riſh, and the land well cultivated, produces an abundant ſupply for 04 
man and beaſt ; improvements in agriculture are conſtantly meeting 
the wants of an increaſed population of cities, and far diſtant from 
theſe we behold the defart and the wilderneſs bloſſoming as the roſe, 
There, the {kilful .artificer and the induſtrious huſbandman are 
dragged from the ſhop and the plough to the dreadful ſcenes of war 11 
and deſtruction hole cities burnt and proſtrated with the ground, ne; 
and their peaceful inhabitants ſuffering death individually, or in © ' 
hundreds from the axe, or the ball, as ſhall happen to ſuit the ca# - wh 
pricious cruelty of their tyrants —The ſoil uncultivated no longer i = 
yields her increaſe, and famine j Joins with tyranny and anarchy to | 0 | 
deſolate the land and murder its inhabitants. What will be the end WHIT 
of theſe things in the old world is beyond the ken of human ſaga- - Wk 
city. Religion and humanity obligeall, who feel their influence, wt 
to pray that anarchy and deſpotiſm may ſoon ceaſe—that peace and | N 
order may be — to a 1 75 diſtracted world. 


While in one country, we view, da the ravages and de- CEE” 9 
ſolation occaſioned by mad ben and the luſt of _ While 
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we indulge in contemplating the delightful tranquillity, the unri- 


valled proſperity of another, we ought not to forget the tenure on 
which by the laws of God, and of nature we enjoy all theſe rich 
uleſſings. os | 


A due obſervance of the precepts of our holy religion, under which 
our forefathers braved every danger, overcame every difficulty, and 
tranſmitted to their poſterity this fertile and pleaſant land; the vigi- 
lant guard and firm ſupport of our federal, and ſtate conſtitutions, 
2gainſt the encroachments of open enemies, and falſe friends; an 
| obedience to thewill of the whole people, as manifeſted by their laws 
in Congreſs, and the ſtate legiſlatures, will not only inſure to us a 


* continuance of our preſent free, happy, and proſperous ſtate, but 


will afford the moſt ſolid ground of increaſing the felicity of the in- 
dividual, and the glory of the nation, a the Ms of any 
other Nele in the globe. 


1 hath been the lot 4 4 to de conſtantly aſſailed by thoſe, 
who ſickened at her proſperity, and who were deſirous of involving 
her in confuſion at home, and diſgrace abroad ; who have ever op- 
poſed her advancement as a nation, her exerciſe, of thoſe powers, 
which alone can inſure tranquility to her citizens, and reſpett to 
her national character. When the ſeveral ſtate conſtitutions were 
formed, theſe men oppoſed them with all their force ; when the 
federal conſtitution was originated, they were alike oppoſed to its 


adoption. They muſtered their forces from Georgia to Nova-Scotia; | 


formed themſelves in regular array, and preſented an undaunted 
front againſt the proſperity and happineſs of their country: But 

thanks to an all- ſuperintending Providence ! Reaſon and argument 
prevailed over the intrigues and falſchoods of faction; and Ame- 
rica took: her ſtand among the nations of the earth. When we 
conſider how firmly ſecured i is the freedom of the individual, what 
ſacred regard is paid to the immutable laws of juſtice and reaſon, 
and on what ſolid baſis reſt the rights of all, we may juſtly boaſt that 
our conſtitution is unrivalled as our poſterity. Its effects have been 
far more beneficial, than was anticipated byits moſt ſanguine advocates, 


* Vet we find the ſame men as conſtantly perſevering i in their oppoſi- 


tion, as though all their Prophecies of evil had been verified, They 
5 - '- have 
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have conſtantly perſevered i in their oppolilintth to the government— 

and to the will of the people, though they have changed their mode 

of attack, Within the laſt year, they have pretended to be friends 
of the conſtitution, though enemies of the government, They have 
impudently {tiled themſelves friends of the people, nay, the people 
themſelves, though they have conſtantly oppoſed every att of the go- 
vernment under that conſtitution, and every act of the people as de- 
clared by their repreſentatives, in their legiſlature, or by themſelves 
when they have choſen to expreſs their ſentiments. They have 
baſely vilified the characters of the beſt and moſt approved ſervants 
of the public. They have publiſhed the groſſeſt falſehoods, in order 
to deceive and delude the people from their true intereſts, and to 


weaken a juſt confidence in their moſt tried friends. Inſtigated by 


an unworthy ſervant of the French Republic, whoſe ruin they ac- 
celerated and joining themſelves to all the diſcontented emigrants 
from Europe, they formed clubs, organized for the avowed purpoſe 
of watching over the rights of the people, as though the people 
were not capable of ſecuring their rights in the way they had ſo- 
lemnly undertaken. All Who knew the parents of theſe democratic 
clubs, and the influence under which they were organized, knew 
that their real deſign was to involve the country in war; to aſſume 


the reins of government and tyrannize over the people. The ſanc- 


tity of their profeſſions, their declarations in favor of liberty and 
of the conſtitution, deluded many good citizens? It could hardly 
be believed, chat men who vaunted ſo loudly of their patriotiſm, 
could be the dupes of a foreign influence, could be ſuch deadly 
enemies of their eountry! but by their works they have abundant- 


ly fulfilled the prophecies of thoſe who knew their outſet. + Mar- 


ſhalled in hoſtile array, and connected by all the ties which unite 
the deſperadoes of faction and anarchy, they Have oppgſed their veto to 
the doings of the Prefident, to the laws of the Union, and to the will of 
the whole people, They have arraigned the conduct of the moſt 
wiſe and virtuous citizen now on earth; they have declared that 
this beloved firſt magiſtrate hath trampled on the conſtitution; they 


have imputed his actions not to that love of our country, which his 
un wearied ſervices have evinced, but to the baſeſt FT They 


have 
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| have excited oppoſition to the laws; and an armed rebellion, proba- 


bly; in conſequence of their falſe ſuggeſtions, is actually raiſed in 


the very centre of the United States. Many of our fellow-citi- 
zens have been murdered, and their dwellings burnt. to the 
ground. They have endeavored to involve the country in all the 
diſtreſſes of war; while they have oppoſed the adoption of every 
meaſure to prepare for this dreadful calamity. Wicked and aban- 
doned men! who ſeek for power in the anarchy and confuſion of 
their country; who to gratify their private and ſelfiſh views, would 
conſign millions of their fellow creatures to poverty and ruin, 
who would deſolate this fair vineyard, where law and liberty reign 
ſupreme | How weak their conduct! to ſuppoſe an intelligent and 
enlightened. nation will be the dupes of their profeſſions ; will 
_ miſtake the tyrant becauſe the garb of freedom is aſſumed ; will 
conſider their clubs compoſed of a few unworthy ſons of Ame- 
rica, and the ſcum of Europe, as the people, and the whole people 
as a faction! Long they cannot expect to delude and deceive the 
citizens of this inſulted country ! The good humour, the ardent 


love of liberty in our citizens, may, for a time, give weight to 


their profeſſions; but whenever theſe men venture from the dark- 
neſs of the night which ſhrouds them; whenever they act, their 
profeſſions and their conduct will be ſeen ſo much at variance, that 


the tyrant and anarchiſt, inſtead of the patriot, will ſtand confeſt 


to view, the horror and deteſtation of America | The bleſſings of 
liberty, the comforts of religion, the advantages of peace and or- 
der, the good effects of living under the dominion of law, have 


been ſo dearly purchaſed, and ſo generally known and prized, 


that the citizens of the United States can never ſacrifice them at 
the ſhrine of power and anarchy. But all theſe may be put in im- 
minent danger, if they fail to examine men by their condu& in- 


ſtead of their profeſſions, and it behoves every good man, every 


friend of the people, to watch over our conſtitution as the palla- 
dium of our freedom; as the ark that alone can fave us, while the 
old world is drowning in tyranny and iniquity ; as the flaming 
Pillar that can alone guide us to the haven of reſt and honor. 


Let : 


1 


Let the enemies of our peace, the ſons of anarchy, be ſtript of 
their diſguiſe, let their conduct be ſeen and examined, and all dan- 
ger from their intrigues will vaniſn. Let us be inattentive to them, 
and we ſhall ſoon behold the deſtruction of our rights, the ex- 
erciſe of an arbitrary power, that will at once, throw us into all 
the horrors of internal confuſion ; andall the diſgrace of external 
warfare, Mere empty reſolves, comparing a WasnincTtox to the 
SULTAN of Conſtantinople, and declaring his violation of the conſti- 
tution, will be too mild weapons for their uſe ; the burning in effigy, 
the idle parade of guillotining a mere likeneſs of one of the firſt pat- 
riots of America, will not ſuit their ideas of power, More real ſuf- 
ferings will, in ſuch caſe, be the lot of all the virtuous and the good. 
An attentive examination of the condut of this faction of anarchiſts, 
for the laſt year, will ſhew that all their efforts have been directed 
to deſtroy the confidence juſtly. repoſed in thoſe whom the people 
have veſted with their authority ; and to transfer that regard, 


which is due to their virtues, to intriguing foreigners; to entangle 


us in all the broils of Europe; to facrifice the intereſts of America 
to a foreign nation ; to deſtroy the credit of our country ; to bring 
upon us a deſolating war with the moſt formidable powers in the 
world ; at the ſame time they endeavoured to place the country in 
a ſituation incapable to defend itſelf againſt the weakeſt. To deter- 
mine on their views by their conduct, to develope their ſyſtem of 
miſchiefs, by their baſe and treacherous actions, to expoſe their 
fal ſehoods, the extent and union of their ſchemes; from the one to the 
other extreme of the United States, ſhall be my endeavour : Feel- 
ing and believing as I moſt ſincerely do, that their conſtant and 
-unremitting exertions have been to deſtroy our government, our 
religion, and our liberty, I ſhall write with the boldneſs of a 
freeman, regardleſs of the cenſures of the abandoned and profligate: 


At the ſame time, I will preſerve that decency which is due to the 


beſt of cauſes, the ſupport of . and of "20, as abit by 
the whole n 
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No. II. 


As Publiſhed in tie COLUMBIAN CENTINEL—Sevr.6, 1794. 


MR, RUSSE!L, 


F my laſt paper, I pledged myſelf to you, and the public, to 
develope the conduct and ſyſtem of our anarchiſts; to expoſe 
their falſehoods, the extent and union of their ſchemes—and, in the 
courſe of that paper, I aſſerted, that it was their conſtant endeavour 
to involve the country in a war with the moſt formidable powers 
of Europe, at the ſame time that they endeavoured to place us in 
the moſt defenceleſs ſtate. A recurrence to their — will 
| abundantly prove this A 7 


Soon after France had declared war againſt the two commercial 


nations of Europe, I mean England and Holland, Mr. GEXEI 
arrived in Charleſton, and declared (with how much truth his 
ſucceeding conduct evinced) that it was not his wiſh to unite us 
in the war. The Preſident of the United States, ever watchful 
for the good of his country, admoniſhed his fellow citizens of the 
dangers they would incur by committing hoſtilities againſt the 
belligerent powers, and declared to the world, the then exiſting 
legal ſtate of things in our country. The antifederal preſſes, from 
Georgia to New- Hampſhire, teemed with the bittereſt invectives 
againſt the chief magiſtrate, for this timely and prudent act. It 
was boldly declared, that the people were of a different ſentiment 
that America ought to enter into the war in behalf of France ; and 
a paper publiſhed at the ſeat of government, adviſed Mr. Gxxxr 
to diſregard the doings of the government, and to appeal to the 

people. This was ſo loudly proclaimed, and fo continually. reiter- 
ated in the anarchial Gazettes, through the continent, that a 
ftranger, unknowing to the proſtitution of theſe vehicles of 
falſehood, would have believed that the whole people were much 


| diſlatisfied 


hy 2 

diſſatisfied with the condult of the Prefident ; and that, whenever 
they expreſſed their ſentiments either by their repreſentatives, or 
in kheir collective capacity, they would cry aloud for war. They 
induced a number of our citizens, in various parts of the Union, 
to fit out privateers, and actually commit hoſtilities, This ſyſtem 
of wickedneſs was conducted with ſo much impudence, as to ſet at 
defiance the orders and force of the government ; and it was, for a 
time, doubtful, whether this foreigner or the Preſident ſhould be 
obeyed, The people in the towns met together, and addreſſed the 
Preſident from every part of the continent, expreſſing their thanks 
for his proclamation, and declaring their abſolute abhorrence of 
war, and their ſincere wiſhes to remain at peace, 0 


Theſe meetings were held openly and publickly, as well as legally: 
every man offered his opinion ; and, throughout this wide-extend- 
ed country, nothing was heard but the voice of Peace, and prayers 
for its continuance, Still it was declared, that when Congreſs 
met, a different ſentiment would appear to actuate the whole peo- 
ple—that the iſſue would then be tried between Gexzr and the 
Paz$1DENT, and the conduct of this miniſter would then receive 


the unequivocal approbation of the Repreſentatives of the Union, | 


But here again was another diſappointment if it can be ſuppoſed 
they believed their own declarations : The Senate and Repreſenta- 
tives of the United States, unanimouſly approbated the meaſures of 
the Prefident, and eſpecially his proclamation of neut rality (a. 


B One 


(a) * Reſolued wnenimouſly, That this Houſe doth agree to the faid addrefs, in 
the words following —in which are theſe—* The United States having no part 
in the war, which had embraced, in Europe, the powers with whom they have the 
moſt extenſive relations, the maintenance of peace was juſtly to be regarded, as one 
of the moſt important duties of the mag ſtrate, charged with the faithful execution 
of the laws. We accordingly witneſs, with approbation and pleaſure, the vigilance 
with which you have guarded againſt an interruption of that bleſſing, by your procla- 
mation admoaiſhing our citizens of the conſequences of illicit or hoſtile acts towards 
the belligerent partics ; and promoting, by a declaration of the exiſting legal ſtate 
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One would naturally ſuppoſe, that after ſuch an expreſſion of 


the will of the whole people, faction would have been filent ; their 


falſehoods had been ſo groſsly expoſed, their wicked attempts to 
divide the people from the government had been ſo completely 
foiled, that we had reaſon to expeR, like their great maſter, 
GENET, they would have covered themſelves with the mantle of 
mourning, and retired : But if they choſe his mantle, they like- 
wiſe choſe his armour of impudence, and declared America wasno 
longer free, becauſe ſhe choſe to be ruled by her own laws, and 
not by the will of the Jacobin club, | 


Hiſtory will hardly have credit with bofterity, when it Ne ogy that 

a young foreigner came into this country, and dared to head a faction 
againſt the government, and to diſpute, in our own territory, the exer- 
ciſe of ſovereignty with the illuſtrious WASHINGTON, twice called to 
the ſupreme head of the Union by the unanimous ſuſffrages of his coun- 
try That againſt the voice of the executive, the unanimous voice 
of the people of America, ſolemnly declared by their repreſenta- 
tives, he aſſumed the right, and actually did raiſe armies, and levy 
war by ſea and land! But the moſt plenary evidence will be re- 
quired, to prove that in free America, there were found any of her 
citizens who enjoyed the bleſſings of her happy conſtitution, and 
yet became ſo abandoned as to betray the intereſts and rights of their 
country, and to take part with this ſtranger againſt all the conſti- 
tuted authorities, and laws of the ſociety. But, unfortunately 
for our reputation, too ſtrong and damning proofs of this conſpi- 
racy againſt our liberties muſt be tranſmitted to future ages! They 
will read the Gazettes of theſe times, and in many they will find 
the moſt illuſtrious character now on earth vilified and traduced— 
» they 


of things, an eaſier admiſſion of our rights to the immunities belonging to our ſitua» 
tion.“ — Journals of the Houſe of Repreſentativ es, Dec. 6, 179g, 

The Senate of the United States, expreſſed themſelves as follows: We contem- 
Plate with pleaſure, the proclamation by you iſſued, and give it our hearty approba- 
tion. We deem it a meaſure well- timed, and wiſe; manifeſting a walchful ſolici- 
tude for the welfare of the nation, and calculated to promote it. Journals of the 
Senate of the United States, Dec. 9. 


1 11 J 


they will find, that a common addreſs to this great and good man 
is deemed a ſurrender of liberties, and a degradation of our character 
as freemen that to inquire into the conduct of a foreigner, how- 
ever decently and delicately, is conſidered as the higheſt indignity, 
and worthy of ſevere puniſhment—that to addreſs this foreigner, 
in language the moſt ſubmiſſive and ſervile, is conſidered as ſub- 
lime patriotiſm (5), They will read Gazettes, called by their editors, 
independent, and publiſhed in parts of the country the moſt en- 
lightened, and deriving the richeſt bleſſings from good government, 
day after day, and year after year, and will look in vain, for one 
ſolitary paragraph in praiſe of the freeſt government, and the moſt 
virtuous man in the world—they will find theſe papers devoted to 
deſtroy the government ; to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord and jealouſy 
among the people, that in the general wreck produced by anarchy 
and confuſion, their patrons might be enriched by the plunder, 
and ſupported by the power they tyrannically aſſumed over the 
people, pt 
- Whoever will review, with attention, this part of the language 
and conduct of the faction, will clearly diſcern a plan deeply laid, 
and partly executed, of involving the nation in war, and over- 
turning the government of the United States, 

To 

(5) See the various addreſſes to GEN ET. 


Bacus refuſed, in Philadelphia, to publiſh a piece in his paper, becauſe it con- 
tained refle&ions on GENRE, which piece was an anſwer to the moſt viralent a- 
buſe on the Preſident, United States Gazette, Feb. 14. - 


« The enemies of GzNnzr, are all tories, ariſtocrats and abettors of monarchy.**— 
Chronicle, Nov. 14-—And a writer in that paper, under date of Sept. 12, 1993, 
unites GENET, in point of diſtinction, with Hancock, ADans, JEFFERSON, and 
Crix ron. Another writer in the ſame paper declares, that all oppoſition te 
GENET, is the voice of toryiſm, proclaimed by the organs of ariſtocracy. 


The Democratic Society of Vermont, ſtate, as one reafon for their cſtabliſhmeat, 
the unmerited abuſe with whieh the public papers have ſo often teemed againſt the 
miniſter of our only ally. This was long after GzNnzT's whole correſpondence 


had been publiſhed, and after France had unequivocally diſapproved his cenduct. 


12 } 


To corrupt, divide and conquer, hath been a maxim of tyrants 
in all ages: To cover their deſigns with the ſpecious guiſe of 
liberty, hath always been the bait to decoy and betray the multi- 
tude. Let us ſee how conſiſtently with theſe principles our 
anarchiſts have acted. * 


They actually levied war, by fitting out privateers in Carolina, 
Virginia, Pennſylvania, New-York and Maſſachuſetts, and by raiſing 
troops in Carolina and Kentucky, They well knew the government 
muſt either put an end to their equipments, or avow them ; if the 
latter, their object was attained, Conſcious that the people wiſhed 
for peace, Gene and his followers declared that it was not de- 
fired we ſhould become partners in the war; but attempted to 
impoſe on the underſtanding of the unwary, and induce a belief, 
that all theſe acts of hoſtility might be committed conſiſtent with 
our neutrality ; that the individuals might be at war, and the 
nation at peace. Abſurd ſophiſtry! How groſsly inſulting to the 
good ſenſe of Americans! After having thus corrupted the minds 
of the citizens, and betrayed them into theſe unlawful acts, they 
had to contend with the force of the executive ; finding that no 
threats could effect a deviation there from the line of conduct which 


juſtice had marked out, they attempted to divide the government, 
and ſow the ſeeds of jealouſy between the Preſident and the 


Legiſlature. With this wicked deſign, they circulated in every 
part of the continent, at firſt in whiſpers only, that the Preſident 
had exceeded his conſtitutional powers; that he had infringed on 


the rights of the Legiſlature; that he ought to have ſummoned 


Congreſs, and that his duty pointed him to this, as the ſole mea- 


ſure to be adopted. After having gained a few advocates in this 


way, they grew bolder, and the utmoſt efforts were uſed, in con- 
verſation and newſpapers, to poiſon the public mind, and irritate 
the people, eſpecially the Legiſlature, againſt the Executive. The 
Preſident was deſcribed as ungrateful, and leagued with deſpots 

and tyrants—as having arbitrarily deprived the citizens of a right to 
. affiſt in promoting the cauſe of liberty and given himſelf up to the 
guidance of thoſe who were under Britiſh influence ; that he had 


broken 
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CAS: 1 


broken treaties made with France, and by this unwarrantable con- 


dutt would bring upon us infamy and diſgrace, and the reſentment 
of that Republic (c), 


Could the people have been perſuaded, that the fitting out 
privateers and making war, individually, was right, and not in- 
conſiſtent with neutrality ; that their firſt magiſtrate had played 
the tyrant, and broken the obligations of a ſacred treaty, and 
aſſumed power, which excluſively belongs to the legiſlature, they 
would have obtained the double purpoſe of involving the country 
in war, and, by weakening the confidence of freemen in the ſu- 
preme head, have led them to deſpair of ſafety in truſting the ex- 
ecution of their laws to any man, and under any limitations, 
Here then was before their raviſhed ſight, all the delights of fo- 
reign war and internal anarchy : A quarrel between the conſtituted 
authorities, a deſtruction of the powers of government, an inabi- 
lity to protett the property and perſonal liberty of the individual, 
would leave the people and their rights, ready victims to the lawleſs 
domination of this faction. Deceived by the echo of their own 
voices, which iſſued at Philadelphia, under the guidance of Mr. 


GENE, and returned to them through the corrupted channels of 


ſedition, from the extremes of the Union, they conſidered the bat- 
tle as won; and immediately organized themſelves into clubs, un- 
der various names, in imitation of the Jacobin clubs of France. 
Here they adjudged the force of treaties, and determined on the 


conduct of the Prefident towards Genzer, being always ſure of 


deciding in favour of their founder and patron. They aſſumed the 
names of Republican, Democratic and Conſtitutional, in order to 
maſk their ſeditious and tyrannical deſigns, Met in ſolemn divan, 
and concealed from view by the darkneſs of night, they impu- 
dently tiled themſelves the people, and thundered their anathemas 


againſt the Preſident, and the other officers of our own government, 
| Receiving 


(c) 1 would refer the reader to the papers of Bacuz of Philadelphia; Gx EENLEZAT, 
of New-York ; and Apaxs and LARKiN, of Boſton—from June, 1793, to Jan. 1794 · 
He can ſcarcely take up one without meeting with full proof of theſe aſſertions, The 
Chronicle's readers are particularly referred to theſe papers of Auguſt and Novem- 


ber, 1793 
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| Receiving all their doctrines from Gx NET, they conſidered himas 
their head, as the ſupreme executive of the American people, and 
themſelves as the legiſlature. From theſe haunts of ſedition, they 
attempted to transfuſe the poiſon of their maſter, through the United 
States. Bound by no laws of religion or morality, they had only 
to conſult what falſchoods would be moſt likely to alarm and 
impoſe on the people. Secreted from the eye of a diſcerning pub- 
lic, they might for a time, pals for the character they aſſumed, and 

their repeated declarations that they were republicans, might impoſe | 
on the good humour of our citizens, far diſtant from the place of 
their meetings, and where their characters were unknown. The 
Americans will not be ſurpriſed at any falſehoods, however groſs; 
or any attacks on the peace and order of ſociety, however daring, 
when they reflect, that theſe clubs originated from thoſe who had 


diſcarded all revealed * as the idle tales of a deceiving prieſt- 
hood. 


In reviſing the foregoing obſervations, I find myſelf una- 
voidably led into a repetition of ſome ideas, conveyedin my former 
letter ; for this I ſhould apologize, but your candor, Mr. RussELL, 
and that of the public, will pardon me when it is conſidered that 
this was neceſſary to an hiſtory of the doings of the anarchiſts, 


the laſt year. 


With one requeſt to the good citizens who may take the trouble 
to read theſe obſervations, I will conclude a letter already too 
long. It is that they will pleaſe to recollect the novel doctrines 
inſiſted upon by all the advocates for anarchy, the laſt ſummer, 
and the times when they were promulgated, The doctrines I refer 
to are theſe, viz. © That the French enjoyed a right to arm in our 
ports, of enliſting our citizens, and that we had no right to re- 


ſtrain them.“ 


& That our courts could take no cognizance of queſtions, whe- 
ther veſſels held by the French as prizes, were lawful or not ; 
that the juriſdiction belonges mares to the French cant 


lates here.“ 


66 That 


E 
. * That the Engliſh had no right, under the laws, to take French 
property out of American veſſels.” 


That the Preſident had undertaken to decide what belonged to 
the deciſion of Congreſs, and that Congreſs ought to have been 


convened for the purpoſe of making ſuch deciſion. . 


Let the times, and the do&rines, be noted and compared with 
the printed correſpondence of Mr. JerrERSsON and Mr. GENET, 
and it will be clearly ſeen, that this foreigner was the author of 
all the political errors of our falſe patriots : That theſe men had not 
the merit or labour of inventing them, but were the mere dupes, 
the faithful propagators of the n, of this _ 1 1 of 
ſedition. 


Bluſh, oh America! That thou containeſt within thy boſom, a 


faction ſo degenerate, ſo depraved, as to unite in traiterous cor- 


reſpondence with the enemy of thy peace; in propagating falſe 
_ dottrines to deceive thy citizens into a facrifice of their rights 
and their ſovereignty, and to involve them in war, confuſion and 
anarchy! 


No. III. 
As Publiſhed in the COLUMBIAN CENTINEL—Szvr. 10, 1794. 


MR, RUSSELL, 


HrruExro you find the anarchiſts aftive and prompt, in 


attempting to debauch the minds of our citizens, by doc- 


trines deſtructive of the ſovereignty of the nation, and the liber- 
ties of the people. At one and the ſame time, you find the ſame 
opinions broached in the capitals of South-Carolina, Pennſylvania, 
and Maſſackufetts ; opinions too abſurd, to have originated in theſe 
different cities. About the ſame time, you find them daring enough 
to trample on the laws, and uſe a foreign force to ſupport their 
violation of our ſovereign rights as a nation! And you find 
citizens 
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citizens in each of theſe places ſo degenerate as to contend for 
the propriety of ſacrificing our rights to the lawleſs will of an 
inſulting foreigner. The union of ſentiment, and the ſimilarity 
of ſuch audacious conduct could not be accounted for. The hand 
which directed all theſe operations was inviſible : The will that 
impoſed on ſo many minds, in ſuch different parts of the continent, 
was concealed. At length a diſcloſure of the correſpondence be- 
tween our Executive and Mr, Gx Er, brought to public view and 
general deteſtation the petty deſpot, who had formed all the 
plans, and directed all the ſentiments of this faftion, from one 
to the other extreme of our Republic, America now ſaw, that 
theſe falſe patriots, who had been ſo vauntingly independent, 
could not bear the reſtraints impoſed on them by the laws of the 
whole people ; whole proud ſouls could not brook a ſubmiſſion to 
the conſtitutional act of the Preſident, could baſely crouch to the im- 
perious mandates of a ſtranger, and hold. their minds as well as 
their perſons in the moſt abjett ſlavery to his capricious will. The 
unremitted attention of the Executive had preſerved us from the 
dreadful ſcenes of war; and the voice of America loudly proclaimed 
her ſatisfaction. The anarchiſts, though foiled, did not deſpair ; 
though beaten, they were not ſubdued. Experience had diſcovered 
that the attempt was too bold, the diſguiſe too flimſy ; that if 
America was to be gulled of her independence, was to be robbed 
of her conſtitution, other means mult be reſorted to; that her good 
ſenſe would not ſuffer her to be dragged into the war with her 
eyes open. The deluſions muſt be more artful, the maſks muſt be 
thicker, and ſhe attacked in ſome more vulnerable place, Pre- 
judices more ſuſceptible mult be aſſailed, and ſhe muſt be betrayed 
into war and ruin, by artful and falſe addreſſes to her intereſt, her 
paſſions, her hatred and her affections. Mr. Jerzxzrx50N's report 
on the ſtate of our trade was introduced into Congreſs ; and the 
leaders of faction finding that affected gratitude to France, and 
hatred to Britain, were not ſufficient to betray the people into the 
war, very kindly undertook to inſtruct them how they might grow 
rich by ſacrificing their trade with the latter, to the former; in a 


word, by ſelling cheap, and buying dear. Ng 
To 


E 
To effect this purpoſe, Mr. Mais ox brought forward a ſtring 


of reſolutions, generally known by the name of the Commercial 


Reſolutions. Their avowed object, at the introduction, was to 


advance the trade of America, eſpecially the navigation of the 
Eaſtern States: And this was declared to be the motive of thoſe, 
who, on all other occaſions, had moſt vehemently oppoſed ſuch 
acts, as, in their opinion, were favorable to theſe States. All 


the arts of faction were now exerted to raiſe the prejudices of the 


people in their favour. Mr. Map1sox, and his followers, were 
deſcribed as the brighteſt conſtellation in the American hemiſphere. 
All the papers through the continent, which, during the ſummer, 
had been employed in diſſeminating the ſentiments of Genzr, in 
favour of war, were now devoted to emblazon the virtues of this 
ſublime mover, and to blacken the reputation of thoſe who ſhould 
dare to object to them. It was faid, that none but thoſe who were 
under Britiſh influence, would liſp a word againſt them—that now 
was preſented an opportunity to gratify our pride, our affections, 
our hatred, and our avarice ; and that Virginia (imitating the lan- 
guage of Gener, in his addreſs to certain ſelf-ſtiled republicans 
in New-York, and with equal ſincerity) in the midſt of alf the 
diſtreſſes which theſe reſolutions were to bring upon her, preferred 


enjoying the ſpectacle of New England proſperity, and calling on 
the Eaſtern States, not only to partake, but to monopolize all the 


riches of her commerce, to any temporary emolument ſhe might 
derive from the exiſting ſyſtem (a). Oh, benevolent and diſinte- 
reſted orator ! who will facrifice the rights of thy immediate con- 


ſtituents, to advance the intereſts of thoſe whom you cordially 


hate, How ſublime thy benevolence! Only proceed in this ſe- 


ducing way, and whenever the anarchiſts of Boſton can obtain 


votes promotive of general diſtreſs, they ſhall be forwarded to 
thee, under the ſignature of W. C. town clerk. | | 


=; | | To | 


(e) Debates of the Houſe of Reprepreſentatives—=Gazette of the United States, 
February 5, 1794- 
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Io betray the New England States into a ſupport of the deſtruc- 
tive propoſitions, they were told, that their deſign was to encou- 
rage the carrying trade, and foſter our navigation, at the expence 
of the agricultural States—and this by the ſame people, who, a few 
years. ago, violently oppoſed an encreaſe of the duty on foreign 
tonnage ; becauſe it was then faid, although it encouraged the 
Eaſtern, it operated as a tax on the Southern States. The deſign 
now was, to take from the people at the eaſtward, all confidence 
in their repreſentatives who were diſpoſed to conſider theſe propo- 
fitions ſolely on the ground of utility to America, By falſe colourings 

to their obſervations, made on this ſubje& ; and by garbling their 
ſpeeches, and making untrue repreſentations of their ſentiments, 
they endeavoured to render them odious in the eyes of their con- 
ſtituents. 1 will inſtance in the ſpeeches of Mr. Aus and Mr. 
DexTER he latter gentleman, noted for ſolidity of judgment, 
ſtrength and perſpicuity of reaſoning, elegance and accuracy of 
ſtile, in an anarchical Gazette, in Philadelphia, is made to talk 
like a ſchool boy; this! is republiſhed in our Chronicle, and when 
the editors were preſſed to publiſh the obſervations, really made by 
this gentleman, they neglected it, until by repeated remarks on 
their firſt publication, they had induced the public to believe it 
genuine, and that Mr. DrxTER was an enemy to the carrying 
trade, and the navigation of the Northern States; and until, in a 
previous paper, they had endeavoured to convince their readers 
that the genuine ſpeech was a fabrication. Mr. Anz s, in the 

General Advertiſer, publiſhed in Philadelphia, is reported to ex- 
| preſs ſentiments implying diſreſpe& for republicaniſm ; ſo far from 
this being true, in the ſpeech alluded to, he declared his veneration 
for republican principles, and his wiſhes that they might be long 
maintained. To all who heard the ſpeech, it was evident that it 
was the principal deſign of the ſpeaker to vindicate republican 
principles, from what he repreſented an unjuſt reproach ! ! and to 
ſhew that- the words, republican and republicaniſm, ſo frequently 
introduced into the debate, had been very improperly made the 


chorus 


1 


chorus of every ditty, by perſons whoſe whole conduct was directly 
oppoled to them (5) | 


The Chronicle publiſhes the ſlander from the General Advertiſer, 
and although in the ſame city, and within a day or two after, the 
falſehood is detected and a citizen publicly refutes the calumny in 
one of the daily papers; the Chronicle only renders the ſlander, 
without publiſhing the refutation, He is likewiſe reported to have 
ſaid that the Britiſh were amicably diſpoſed towards the United 
States, and ſcarce a paper hath iſſued from the Chronicle office ſince, 
but hath had ſome alluſions to ſuch a ſuppoſed obſervation, From 
thence it hath been inferred and roundly aſſerted that he was un- 
der Britiſh influence, and all this to leſſen the weight of thoſe ar- 
guments which his opponents in Congreſs, or the ſlanderers of his 
fame in Boſton, knew they were unable to anſwer, Let me aſk the 
good citizens of Maſſachuſetts if this is doing juſtice either to the 
individuals injured, or to the great body of the people who wiſhed 
information on this intereſting ſubject? 


Mr. J=FFERSON, in his report had ſtated there were two ways 
of obtaining the object propoſed—the one by reftriftions, the other 
by commercial arrangements ; that the latter was to be preferred, 
The advocates of the reſolutions propoſed their diſcuſſion. Mr. 
Suir n, of South-Carolina, thought it not proper to enter on the 
debate, until they had the correſpondence between the Executive 
and the Britiſh Miniſter, and moved for a delay until the members 
were in poſſeſſion of the correſpondence. This motion was deba- 
ting—on which Mr. Awzs, thinking with Mr. Sw1TH, and refer- 
ring to the remark of Mr. IE TTERSOx, that friendly arrangements 


were preferable to reſtrifting laws, urged a poſtponement of the 


commercial propoſitions, until the houſe was in poſſeſſion of that 
correſpondence, for this reaſon, that it did not then appear that the 
Britiſh 


%) Gazette of the United States, December 31, 1793- 
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Britiſh nation was indiſpoſed to forming a commercial treaty with 
the United States. It was immediately ſaid in a Gazette in 

Philadelphia, noted for its abuſe of the American government, that 
Mr. Aus had declared that Great-Britain was amicably diſpoſed 

toward the U nited States +, The ſtatement before given 1s all the 

ground for the aſſertion, Let the world judge if Mr. A. was 
guilty of any offence in making this obſervation, and the grounds 
that theſe printers had for their publication—the motives of the 
publiſhers are obvious. 


To keep the people in ignorance of the real merits of the debate 
and of the inſidious deſigns of the advocates of the propoſitions, 
great pains were taken to raiſe a belief, that thoſe who favoured 
them, were the only men worthy of confidence that thoſe who 
oppoſed them, regardleſs of their country's welfare, only advocated 
Britiſh intereſts; and the Chronicle then told to the citizens of 
Maſſachuſetts, * that the intereſts of Great- Britain were never more 
ardently advocated at St. Stephen's chapel, than in Congreſs,” 
and that M aſſachuſetts had only two good men in that body. That 
the ſucceſs of this commercial project, and a motion to protect our 
trade againſt the Algerine corſairs, would try the ſtrength of 
parties (c); for it ought never to be forgotten, that the ſame party 
which ſupported the reſolutions from pretended regard to New- 
England, conſtantly refuſed to affordany defence for our valuable 
navigation in the Mediterranean. The documents brought forward, 
and the arguments uſed on this ſubje&, demonſtrated that our trade 
was now on a more gdvantageous footing, than could poſſibly be 
expected on the one Propoſed—that the reſolutions, if adopted, 
inſtead of advancing, would deſtroy our commerce, inſtead of 
allowing our.merchants to chooſe their own markets, inſtead of 
continuing to the huſbandman and the manufacturer the benefits 
which are derived from a competition in our home market, by the 
: | | multitude 


+ Debates of the Houſe of Rex reſentatives. January 1, 1994+ 
le) Independent Chroniele, February 13, 1794+ 


1 


multitude of buyers of all nations, they would compel the merchant 


to ſell and buy only in France they would ſuffer none but French- 


men to come and purchaſe the produce of our lands, and our 


manufacturers that our revenue would be ruined, and to comply 
with the plighted faith of the nation, if theſe reſolutions paſſed into 
a law, we muſt reſort to a tax on land. It was made appear be- 
yond all contradiction, that the Britiſh market for our exports, 
taken in the aggregate, was a good one, that it was better than the 
French, better than any we had, and for many of our products the 
only one, Not one merchant ſpoke in their favour, and not one 


commercial State patronized them (d).“ The weight of argument 


ariſing, not from fine ſpun theories, but from undiſputed docu- 
ments, ſhewing the nature of our trade, the places and perſons from 
which it derived moſt advantage, was ſo convincing that even the 
ſupporters of the propoſitions were compelled to allow, they would 
not promote our commerce. The veil was torn from the hypo- 
crite, and commercial proſperity was no longer pretended to be their 
object. But one further attempt muſt be made to betray the people 
to their ruin. In Congreſs and in the city of Philadelphia, where 
the ſubje&s had been diſcuſſed, not a doubt remained, but their 
tendency was to ſacrifice our commerce, and our revenue, and 
probably our peace, to wild theory, or to an unjuſtifiable preference 
of the intereſts of a foreign nation to our own, But at a diſtance 
the ſubjeft had not undegone this diſcuſſion, and the ground had 
been previouſly prepared to receive the dittates of faction, by inſi- 
nuations as before mentioned, that Britiſh influence alone operated 
on the oppoſers of the reſolutions. The chiefs of the anarchiſts 
directed the alarm bell to be ſounded in Bofton, and order their 
brethren to ſend from thence ſuch votes as ſhould overawe the ſuf- 


frages of Congrels, 
The 


(4) Debates of the Houſe of Repreſentatives) in the Gazette of the United States, 


February 17, 1794+ 1 
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The merchants, the tradeſmen, the friends to order and our excel- 
lent conſtitution, ſaw the arts that were were playing, to trick them 
out of their commerce, their proſperity, and their peace. They at- 
tended the town meeting : A large and more reſpectable aſſembly was 
never known : The hall uſually occupied by the citizens was too 
ſmall to accommodate them, and they repaired to the largeſt build- 
ing in town. The ſubje& was here openly, and fairly diſcuſſed ; 
and the plan, 2dopted by the anarchiſts to betray the intereſts of the 
town, and diſgrace its character, failed. The merchants and tradeſ- 
men, excepting a very few, were decidedly and openly oppoſed to 
the reſolutions; and to any interference of the town, in things pro- 
perly cognizable by the legiſlature of the Union, Inſtead of imita- 
ting the concealed condutt of the domineering clubs of our coun- 
try ; they, to the number of four hundred, came forward, and, in 
writing, ſubſcribed with their names, declared © their belief that the 


propoſed reſtriftions, inſtead of relieving, would add embarraſſment, 


if not finally deſtroy our commerce, and might probably hazard the 
tranquility of the country. That the attention of our Repreſenta- 
tives in Congrels, already evinced on this ſubje&,}juſtified us in themoſt 
unlimited confidence in their ability and inclination to ſecure to us every 
commercial advantage, conſiſtent with the preſent ſituat ion of our coun- 
try, and the beſt intereſts of its inhabitans (e). Here we find four hun- 
dred of the merchants, and principal citizens, not only expreſſing 
their ſenſe of the reſolutions ; but declaring, in the moſt unequivocal 
language, their moſt unlimited confidence in the talents and virtues of 
their repreſentatives.” Is not this a full, a complete refutation of all 
the anonymous ſlanders, iſſuing from French influence, venal preſſes, 
and unworthy ſeekers for office ? The laſt reſort to impoſe on the 
credulity of the people, and induce a belief, that, While they were 
deſtroying, they meant to encourage their commerce, had now fail- 
ed. The ſupporters of the reſolutions were obliged to acknow- 
| ledge 


(e) Remonſtrance of the merchants and tradeſmen in Boſton, in the Gazette of 
the United States, March 6, and in the Columbian Centinel. 


1 23 7 
ledge © that their primary motive was not the increaſe of our agri- 
culture, manufactures, or navigation, but to humble Great-Britain, 
and exalt France: (F) and at the expence of America, But, as 


the members from New-England, with fome reſpettable gentlemen 


from the Southern States, were lovers of their own country, more 
than of any other ; and, as they were determined to ſupport its in- 
tereſt, through all the obloquy that faction and anarchy could throw 
upon them ; the ſupporters of the reſolutions, after they had obtained 
a vote in favour of the firſt, which was merely that higher duties on 
che manufaQtures and navigation of foreign nations, in certain caſes, 
would promote the intereſt of the Unzted States,” dared not to bring 
them to the teſt of a vote, and poſtponed their further conſideration 
to a more convenient opportunity g). The ſketch of this impor- 
tant hiſtory, which I have been able to comprize in a letter, without 
being tedious, hath been neceſſarily too ſhort for the importance of 
the ſubject. For its truth I appeal to the printed arguments, where 
will be found much valuable information, on the commercial, ma- 
nufactural, and agricultural intereſts of this country; where will 
be ſeen the triumph of truth over error, of national intereſts over 


the paſſions of individuals; where will be ſeen a deep attempt to 


ruin the navigation and commerce of America, and to make the News 


England States, eſpecially the inhabitants of Boſton, accomplices in 
their own ruin. If the Independent Chronicle, is reſorted to, it will 
be found, that all who oppoſed theſe reſolutions, were denounced by 
our anarchiſts as men under Britiſh influence; that all, except two 
of the Repreſentatives of M afſachuſetts, and ſpecially Meſſrs. Aw s 
and DE x TER, who, in the courſe of this diſcuſhon, threw great light 
on our eſſential intereſts, and reflected much honor on their country, 


as well as themſelves, have been the conſtant object of the moſt un- 


founded 


J Debates of the Houſe of Repreſentatives—Gazette of the United States, Fe- 
ruary 10. ; 


(gs) Journals of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Feb. 8, 1794; where it will be 
ſeen that the ſame men voted for their poſtponement as votes in favor of the firſt re- 


ſolution; and that the ſame men voted agaiaſt their poſtponement, as voted againſt 
the firſt reſolution, 
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founded and ſlanderous aſperſions. The Repreſentatives from New- 
England (i) were almoſt unanimous for their rejection, and not a 


* 


ſingle merchant ever ſpoke in their favour. The merchants and 


tradeſmen in Boſton were decidedly oppoſed to them. Let candour 
then decide, if the moſt ſtupid ignorance, or the moſt unworthy 


motives, are not juſtly imputable to thoſe Who ſupported them in 
Congrels, or to the hirelings who were retained abroad, to darken 
the public mind, and betray the public intereſts. 


| No. IV. 
As publiſhed in the COLUMBIAN CENTINEL—Sz»r. 13, 1794. 


MR. RUSSELL, 


A* who are fincerely attached to the independence, peace 
and proſperity of the United States; all who wiſh well to 


the farmer, the tradeſmen and the merchant ; will derive great hap- 
pinels, from contemplating the uncommon firmneſs and wiſdom, 
which prevailed in conſidering the commercial reſolutions. The 
Eaſtern States will ever have reaſon to rejoice at the unanimity and 
fuperior talents of her ſons, who early diſcovered, and ſucceſsfully 
oppoſed, the deceitful arts and unprincipled attacks of faction. A 
conſolation will reſult to all good citizens, from the reflection, that 
America poſſeſſes tried and faithful ſervants, whoſe integrity and 
exertions are equal to the moſt critical occaſions; who have wiſdom 
to diſcern, and ſteadineſs to purſue her real intereſts, unmoved by 
the clamours of anarchy, or the falſe glare which, for a time, may in- 


| terfere between them and the popular f favor. The enemies of our 
conſtitution, under which we ſupport our national independence, 


and 


(k) Four Repreſentatives from New- England, viz, Meſſrs. Da AAZOAN and Ly- 
MAN, from Maſſachuſetts, and Meſſrs. G1 LMAN a New eo 
farre, are the only exceptions, 


Et. 'W 1] 


and from which we derive our charafter, our riches, and our 
ſtrength, felt the deepeſt regret, the moſt poignant chagrin, at this 
defeat, Had the reſolutions paſſed into a law, they knew full well, 


they deſtroyed that exchange of intereſt, which bound Great= Britain 
in peace, to America. They knew that ſhe would be convinced by 
ſuch laws, that we were willing to facrifice our trade and our 


wealth, to our love for the ruling power of France: and, that, ha- 
ving nothing to expect from us but hatred and enmity, ſhe would 
ſeek and eaſily find, an opportunity of attempting revenge for the 
injuries of our law, by the force of her cannon, as well as by coun- 
ter regulations. The advocates of the reſolutions knew that the 
deſtruction of our commerce was a ſure, and an inevitable conſe- 


quence of their adoption. In one year, 61,689 tons of American 
* ſhipping were employed to England, and her European depen- 


« cies alone; when to the European ports of all the powers in 
8 treaty, there was employed, the ſame year, but 26, 790 tons (a). 
Adopt the reſolutions, and, in all human probability, we ſacrificed 
the former, and retained the profits only of the latter, Under 


the exiſting laws, © the ſhips of America paid not ſo great duties 


« as the Britiſh veſſels did in American ports (5). In 1789, the ex- 
e ceſs of American over foreign tonnage was only 32, 35 2 tons. 
In 1792, the excels was 151, 06) tons (c). | 


Here was an increaſe of American ſhipping, which was intolera- 
ble to our falſe patriots, and to thoſe who hated, though they affect- 
ed to promote, American navig:tion. Here was evidence of the ſu- 
perior advancement of the navigating States, eſpecially of Maſſachu- 
fetts, that could illy ſuit the pride of ſome of the ancient dominion, 
Enforce theſe reſolutions, and no doubt was entertained but ſuch 


retaliating laws. would be enacted, as would degrade our ſhipping to 
the loweſt ſcale, its owners, and thoſe dependent on it, to their for- 


mer poverty and diſtreſs, Confine our commerce to one nation, ex- 
D 75 | _ clude 


(a) Debates of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. Gazette U. 8. March 1, 1794. 
| (5) Debates of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. Gazette U. S. Feb. 4, 1794+ 
c) Debates of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. Gazetie U. S. Feb. 18, 1794. 
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1 26 ] 
clude all others from purchaſing of our huſbandmen and our manu- 
facturers, ſhut our ports to any but ſhips of the favoured nation of 
France, deny the importation of any commodities but from that 
country, and they knew the produce of our farms, and the works of 
our artificers, muſt periſh on our hands, The revenue, which is now 
chiefly derived from our commerce, muſt ceaſe, or be drawn from 
the lands, by ſuch meaſures already deprived of their greateſt value. 
Here then the anarchiſts ſaw a deſolating war, brought on a coun- 
try whoſe revenues they had deſtroyed, and whoſe credit they fond- 
ly hoped would be ruined, from having dried up its former ſources 
of ſupport, What then was the natural conſequence to a nation in- 
volved in war, deprived of revenue, and of credit? A deſtruction 


of our free conſtitution, a diſſolution of morals, and a complete and 


unrivalled reign of anarchy, ſupported by the Jacobin Clubs, who 


could cafily defray the expences of their own tyranny,—by taking 


property, wherever it was to be found, by force of the guillotine, 
and under the impoſing names of liberty and equality. 


From the evils of this project, America was hitherto preſerved by 


the vigilance and good ſenſe of her citizens. New and more trying 


ſcenes again called for all the wiſdom and prudence of her patriots. 


Thoſe who deſired that the United States ſhould ſupport a becoming 


dignity, a prudent reſerve in all the broils of diſtracted Europe, who 
looked only for that path which led to the eventful honor of the na- 


tion, andthe proſperity of her citizens, were again to paſs through 
the ordeal of popular clamour, and to be ſuſpended fit objects for 
the malignant ſhafts of faction and anarchy. Another proſpe& of 


involving our country in warand confuſion, was held to the en- 


chanting view of our anarchiſts. The Britiſh ſhips of war had 
committed the moſt unjuſtifiable depredations on our veſlels in the 
Weft-Indies. The maſters of them had returned, deſpoiled of their 
property, and without the means of ſubſiſtence : The merchant 


Vas arreſted in a juſt and peaceable purſuit of gain, his property 


forcibly taken from him, and unjuſtly condemed under an order of 
the Britiſh King. The opportunity of effecting their purpoſes 
| ; Was 


\ > 


3 


was conſidered the moſt fortunate to the ſong of anarchy. At this 
moment, faction was expiring under the weight of reaſon and good 
ſenſe, She inſtantly revived, and ſet in motion all her obedient 
ſons, from Georgia to Neu- Hampſhire, The clubs, her choiceſt 
inſtruments, upbraided the government with puſillanimity and 
dictated its meaſures, as though the ſceptre was their own. (d) In 
Congreſs a motion was made to ſequeſtrate Britiſh debts, under 
the idle pretence of creating a fund to compenſate for the loſſes ſuſ- 
tained from Britiſh injuſtice. The people of ſome of the Southern 
States, who, by refuſing to pay what they owed to the ſubje&s 
of Great-Britain prior to the war, had afforded the only juſt ob- 


jeftion, on her part, for not complying with the treaty of peace, 


were charmed with this propoſal. Their repreſentatives indulged 
in a proſpect of deceiving their Eaſtern brethren, who had heen 
the greateſt ſufferers in the Weft- Indies, into a war with Britain, 
for the purpoſe of applying the ſpunge to their debts. They wil- 
lingly offered debts which they had declared an hundred times 
they never would or could pay, in fatisfaftion for the loſſes 
of their Commercial friends. The commercial people ſaw through 
the inſidiouſneſs of this diſgraceful propoſal they knew it was at 
once ſacrificing the property they had already loſt, degrading the 
character of this nation, and involving it in inſtant war. To a 
wiſe man, the chance of obtaining compenſation in that way, was 
not worth a moment's thought. This reſolve adopted, the infamy 
of their country was ſealed, and the reſidue of their property pledg- 
ed; not for the maintenance of a war, to revenge the national inſult; 

| | | not 


(4) Reſolved, Tha proviſion ought to be made by law, for the ſequeſtration of 


all the debts due from the citizens of the United States to the ſubjects of the 


King of Great Britain. 

' Reſolved, That proviſion ought, in like mannner, to be made for ſecuring the 
payment of all ſuch debts ia the Treaſury of the United States, there to be held as 
a pledge for the indemnification of ſuch of the citizens of the ſaid States, as ſhall 
have ſuffered from the ſhips of war, privateers, or from any perſon, or deſctiption 
of perſons, acting under the commiſſion or authority of the Britiſh King, in contra» 
vention of the laws of nations, and in violation of the nights of neutrality. Journals 
of the Houſe of ee March 27. 
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[ 28 ] 
not to obtain redreſs for the wron gs they had endured; but to ſupport 
ſome of their unworthy fellow citizens, in withholding from their 
creditors their juſt dues, Thoſe who had always ſupported the 
honour and dignity of our nation in Congrels, treated this proffer 
with becoming indignation—and, to the eternal honor of a great 
majority of thoſe who were immediate ſufferers by Britiſh depre- 
_ ditions, be it remembered, that they treated with ſcorn this baſe 

attempt to bribe them into an acquieſcence of their country's 
diſgrace, the ſame patty, which had ſo hypberitically ſupported 
the commercial reſolutions, was for ſequeſtering Britiſh debt 
end, by thundering reſolves, to cauſe the monarch of Britain to 
totter on his throne ;— but to prepare our country for defence, 
was beneath the attention of ſuch wordy proweſs, Mapisox's 
reſolution, and G1rzs's harrangues, were the only weapons this 

party choſe to make uſe of, (e) ö 


At this cventful period the Preſident of the United States, con- 
ceiving it to be his duty, © to purſue peace with unremitting zeal, - 
before he contemplated the laſt reſource which had ſo often been 
the ſcourge of nations, and could not fail to check the advanced 
proſperity of the United States,” thought proper to nominate 
Jour Jay, as Envoy Extraordinary to his Britannic Majeſty ; in 
; full confidence, that he would vindicate our rights with firmneſs, 
| | and cultivate peace with fincerity.” All the anarchical clubs re- 

[+ : ſolved, that this act of the Preſident, and the concurrence of the 
Senate in the appointment, were unconſtitutional, improper and 


inexpedient. The time had now arrived, when alove of war, and 
its concomitant bleſſings to the anarchiſts, could no longer be con- 
cealed. To this nomination, they made all the- objections that hu- 
man ingenuity could deviſe; and at the ſame time endeavouring 
to conceal their real deſigns, by pretended regard to the conſti- 
tution : But the times were too ſerious, the criſis too awful and 
alarming, to ſuffer heſitation in the mind of any, who did not 
conſider the chance of deſtroying the conſtitution as the firſt object. 
There 


j 7 | le) Debates | of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Gazette of the United States, 
March 18. 


1 29 J 

There are in all political bodies, ſome weak and indeciſive cha- 
rafters, who are incapable of diſcerning the true intereſts of their 
| country, or of purſuing it with ſteadineſs—men, eaſily ſeduced from 
the path of rectitude, and, receiving impreſſions from any, who 
will ſtoop to the level of their intellects, and ſubmit to the labour 
of deceiving them—conſcious that they have no talents which can 
entitle them to the eſteem of the virtuous, © In ordinary times, and 
on common occaſions, they are lured into an oppoſition by the vain 
hope of being conſpicuous, and becauſe they cannot obtain praiſe 
from the reſpectable part of mankind, they will condeſcend to be- 
tray the rights of their country, for the ſake of obtaining ert 
from thoſe they are obliged to hate. 


Out of twenty-ſix Senators, eighteen agreed to the nomination— 
eight only ſtand recorded as lovers of war, Tather than peace 2 
What before may, on ſome points, have riſen to the dignity of 
being ſtiled a national party, now dwindled to a contemptible 
faction. As all the anarchical clubs and Gazettes throughout the 
United States, as well as the mob of Pittſburg have reſolved this 
appointment to be unconſtitutional, and contrary to the ſenſe of 

the people, it will be well to remark, from what States the Senators 
came, who were oppoſed to this Envoy, and united with the be- 
fore-mentioned inſtruments, in defending the conſtitution ac- 
cording to their own declarations. Two were from North-Carolina, 
two from Virginia, two from Kentucky, one from South Carolina, 
one from New- York. The Preſident of the United States, and more 
than three-fifths of the Senators, on one, and not two-fifths on the 
other. (F) I forbear a compariſon of the virtues and talents of the 
ſupporters, with thoſe of the opponents of this nomination. It 
would be taking too deepand perſonal l on the minority. 


The citizens of Maſſachuſetts are vided to conſider the motives 
which induced this appointment, the evils that have been avoided, 
the good effects that have and probably will reſult from it; the 
characters that . it, and the States which, by their repre- 


ſentati wes, 


(/) Journals of the Senate of the United States, Apri! i7, 18, 19, 
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1 30 J 5 
ſentatives, advocated the wiſdom and fitneſs of the meaſure; and 
to determine, if it be poſſible for malevolence to ſuggeſt any 
other conſiderations, that produced the appointment, than an 
earneſt ſolicitude to preſerve the dignity and increaſe the proſperity 
of the United States, Yet, we are conſtantly told by the clubs 
impudently affecting to guard the rights of the people, and by the 
Independent Chronicle, that Britiſh influence originated and ſup- 
ported the meaſure ; that it was unwiſe, unconſtitutional and dif. 
graceful, Fellow citizens of Maſſachuſetts, in whom will you con- 
fide? In thoſe patriots to whom you have entruſted the adminiſtra. 
tion, of the freeſt conſtitution and beſt government in the world, 


' Whoſe lives have been devoted to the ſervice of their country, and 


whoſe fame, fortune and reputation are hazarded on their conduct. 
Or, in thoſe unworthy citizens, who can offer no other evidence of 
their patriotiſm, than their own declarations in men deſperate by 
their crimes and their fortunes, in thoſe ſelf created clubs falſely 
calling themſelves Republicans, who, a few months ago, reſolved, 
and publiſhed to the world that they almoſt wiſhed for a revolu- 
tion, and a guillotine to pumiſh theſe patriots, whom they call 
miſcreants; now grown hardier, and deſirous to prepare the minds 


of America for their tyranny, and inure their arms to the dextrous 


uſe of this inſtrument of death ; in horrid pomp, by its means exe- 
cute the image of one of your firſt patriots (g); in men who have 


already 


| (2) LEXINGTON, MAY gi. 
Si vulnus tibi, monſtrata radice vel Herba 

Non fieret levius, fugeres radice vel Herba 
Proficiente nihil curtarier —— g 
5 Hor. Ep. 2. v. 149. 
Suppoſe you had a wound, and one had ſhew'd 

An herb, which you apply'd, but found no good, 
Would you grow fond of chis, increaſe your pain, 

And uſe che poiſonous medicine again ? 


The late appointment of Joux Jay as Envoy Extraordinary to the Court of 
London, brought ſo ſtrongly to the iecollection of the people of this country, his 


lor mer iniquitous attempt to barter away their moſt valuable right, that they could 


not 


5 


already excited an armed rebellion againſt the laws of the country; 
and ſpread havoc and deſolation over the peaceful dwellings of 
their fellow citizens who have already produced treaſon and 
murder, and occaſioned the arming of nearly thirteen thouſand 
of our fellow- citizens, to ſupport the laws and conſtitution of 
the Union, Will you confide in the conduct of men whole un- 
deviating virtue and patriotiſm gives the lie, to the thouſand ſlan- 
ders which faction is conſtantly diſſeminating to deceive and 
betray you ? Or will you receive, as truths the infamous imputa- 
tions, that anonymous writers in the Chronicle, are conſtantly 

endeavouring 


not refrain from openly teſtifying their abhorrence of the man, whoſe appointment 
at this critical period of their affairs, they conſider as tragically ominous. Al- 
though they had not forgotten, nor even faintly remembered, his former act of 
treaſon againſt them ; yet they hoped, from the office he filled, he was in as 
harmleſs a fituation as he could be placed ; and that no effort of power or policy, 
could drag him forward, ſo long as he held his office, and ſet him once more 
to chaffering with our rights, With theſe impreſſions, a number of reſpectable 
citizens of this place and its vicinity, on Saturday laſt, ordered a likeneſs of this 
evil genius of weſtern America to be made, which was ſoon well executed. at 
the appointed hour he was uſhered forth from a barber's ſhop, amidſt the ſhouts 
of the people, dreſſed in a courtly manner and placed ere on the platform of the 


pillory. In his right hand he held uplifted, a rod of iron; in his left he held 


extended, Sw1yT's laſt ſpeech in Congreſs, on the ſubject of Britiſh depredation; 
on one fide of which was written 


Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus; Juv. Sat. 2. v. 33: 
No man e' er reach'd the hetghts of vice at firſt, 


And on the other— 
uon deficit alter Vir. a. 6. 
A ſecond is not wanting. 

About his neck was ſulpended by a hempen ſtring, Adams's defence ot the 
American Conſtitutions ;"* on the cover of which was written, 

 Cenibere juſſit aurum. Ov. Ep. Gold bade me write. 

After exhibiting him in tbis condition for ſome time, he'was ordered to be 
guillotined, which was ſoon dexterouſly executed, and à flame inſtantly applied 
to him, which finding its way to a quantity of powder, which was lodged in his 

body 
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endeavouring to fix on thoſe whom you have delighted to honor ? 


Will you examine men and characters for yourſelves ; will you 


| truſt to the dupes of that Chronicle which is devoted to the pub- 


lication of proteſts and reſolves of foreigners and anarchical clubs, 
againſt your own government, and continually exciting oppoſition 
if not open rebellion to the laws; by exculing if not juſtifying the 
treaſons and murders of Pitiſburg! 


body, produced ſuch an exploſion, that after it there was ſcarcely to be found a 


particle of the diſjecli membra Plenipo. 
News York Journal, or Patriotic Reg iſter, by GxEznLEAr, Auguſt 2, 1794. 


Theſe are ſamples of the doings and reſolutions of the anarchiſts, Theſe people 
are now in arms, | 
Read the refolves of the clubs, and the progreſs may be marked with certainty. 
The Pittfhurghers are only a little in advance of them. Their writers now 


hold the ſame language the Pitiſpurghers did a year ago. 


Extra from the preceedings of a meeting of dele gates from the election diſtrifts of Allegany 
county, held at Pittſburgh, April 19, Thomas Mor Ton in the chair, 

At this juncture we have France to aſſiſt us, who, ſhould we now take a part, 
will not fail to ſtand by us until Canada is independent of Britain, and the inſtigators 
of Indian hoſtilities are removed; and ſhould we lie by, while France is ſtruggling 
for her liberties, it cannot be ſuppoſed that her republic will embark in a war on 
our account after ſhe ſhall have been vidtorious. It was for this reaſon that though 
we approved of the conduct of the Pieſident, and the Judiciary of the United 
States, in their endeavors to preſerve peace and an impartial neutrality, until the 
ſenſe of the nation had been taken on the neceſſity of retaliatioa by actually 
declaring war, yet now that the Congreſs have been convened, and ſuch juſt 
grounds exiſt, we ate weary of their tardineſs in coming forward to meaſures of 


repriſal. 
7 


But we have obſerved with great pain, that our couneils want the integrity or 
ſpirit of republicans. This we attribute to the pernicious influence of ſtock-holders 
or their ſubordinates; and our minds feel this with ſo much indignancy, that we are 


| almoſt ready to wiſh for a ſtate of revolution, and the guiliotine of France, for 


a ſhort ſpace in order to inilit puriſhment on the miſcreants that enervate and diſ- 


grace ogr gover nment. 1 EP 
Gazette of the United States, May 3, 1794. 


No. V. 


As Publiſhed in the COLUMBIAN CENTINEL—Sz27. 2), 1794. 


MR. RUSSELL, 


WV have ſeen the Preſident exerciſe all the powers of bis 
office to preſerve to our common country the bleſſings of 

peace, and vindicate with firmneſs her injured rights We have 
ſeen this meaſure approbated by a large majority of the Senate, not- 
withſtanding all the objections that could be conjured up againſt it: 


We have ſeen the great body of the people applauding the ſyſtem 


adopted to avoid war, and ſecure to us the advantages of peace—We 
have ſeen the anarchical clubs, through the Union, reſolving that the 
appointment ofan Envoy was unconſtitutional and improper—We 
have all ſeen and heard, eſpecially in the ſea- ports, ſome fatious 
demagogues oppoſing themſelves to the will and intereſt of the 
people, preaching up war and confuſion, and declaring that the 


falvation of the country depended on an immediate declaration of 


hoſtilities, We have ſeen theſe men fomenting civil diſcord, ex- 
ulting at the captures made by the Britiſh, and publickly avowing 
their ſorrow at the liberation of any American veſſels, leſt the 


- temper for war ſhould abate, The injuſtice and outrages of Britain 
afforded the richeſt food for their affected patriotiſm. Any ap- 


pearance of a ſpirit of juſtice on the part of that nation, produced 
the moſt afflicting deſpondence, and their utmoſt endeavours were 
exerted, to prevent any diſpoſition on her part, to compenſate the 


injuries done our citizens. 


As the Conſtitution had veſted the appointment of an Envoy in 
the Preſident and Senate; the other branch of the Legiſlature could 
only interfere in oppoſition, by ſuch acts as ſhould render the ap- 
pointment nugatory, by adopting ſuch hoſtile meaſures as ſhould 


defeat and deſtroy any negociation for redreſs on pacific terms. 
OLA | And 
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And here, faction had no right to complain of a want of boldneſs 
or exertion in her favorite ſons. A ſequeſtration of Britiſh debts, 
was advocated with the moſt hypocritical addreſs to the paſſions 
and intereſts of the ſufferers. A bill to prohibit all commercial 

intercourſe'with"Creat- Britain, {a ) was brought in, and carried ſix 
days after the nomination of Mr. Jay, as Envoy, &c. and three 
days after the concurrence of the Senate in this nomination, The 
advocates of theſe hoſtile meaſures, conſcious that the people were 


defirous of preſerving peace, affected to ſay that ſuch ſteps would 


Promote, not impede 2 pacific accommodation, and til hoped to 
deceive and delude their fellow citizens into ſuch afts as ſhould put 
it out of the power of the Executive, to procure a latisfaction for 
our violated rights. To ſuppoſe them ſincere in their declarations, 


that by theſe ſteps they intended to aid the negociation, carried on 
by the Preſident, it muſt be believed, that they conſidered Great - 


Britain as the mildeſt and meekeſt nation on carth—that depriving 


her of all the advantages of peace, and deſtroying our own ability 
to defend ourſelves, to ſubject our navigation and the immenſe pro- 
perty of our merchants to their capture; and to afford her juſt 
cauſe of war, would be the ſureſt way to obtain all that we de- 
manded. 


The number deluded by ſuch weak and miſerable reaſoning, if it 
can be called by ſo good a name, was very few. The views of the 


anarchiſts] had been ſo frequentlydil played i in their conduct, that no 


doubt could be entertained by any, who werea degree above idiocy, 


| that their deſign was to render abortive every attempt to ſecure 
peace and indemnification for injury. They had declared that 


Great Britain was the moſt haughty and irritable nation in the world, 
That ſhe ſought for an opportunity to make war upon America, and 
that ſhe bore to this country the moſt virulent hatred on account of 
our Republican government. That nothing could be expeRted 
from the moderation, the juſtice, or the honor of the Britiſh court, 
which had ped itſelf equally a ſtranger to them all,” Men, who 
entertained 8 


2 Journals of the Houſe of Repreſentative April rg and 21. 


& ; 


1 


entertained ſuch ſentiments, could not feel a doubt of the tendency 
of ſequeſtering debts 3 and prohibiting commercial intercourſe, 
They were well aware, that, by theſe. bills, the revenue would be 
deſtroyed ; for by deſtroying. the commerce, they effectually deſtroy- 


ed its ſources—our enemy armed, and prepared in every reſpett for 
war, while we were without the ſmalleſt armament, with our credit 


and commerce deſtroyd, preſented to their longing eyes the moſt 
flattering proſpe& of war. They courted it by the moſt certain 
means of ſucceſs ; they provoked the attack, and took ſpecial care 
to put our country in the moſt inviting and defenceleſs ſituation. If 
the Britiſh court, as theſe men have declaredand as there is but too 
much reaſon to believe, was really diſpoſed to make war upon us 
let any man ſay if ſhe could have formed a plan more congenial to 
her wiſhes, a plan more likely to render the nation ſubſervient to 
her ſchemes, or more probable of making the war popular among 


her own ſubjefts. No partizans of her's could more effectually 


have promoted her views. They wanted nothing but the confidence 
of their own country to have ſecured to Britain all that her enmity 
required. But this, fortunately for America, they did not poſſeſs, 
and the wiſdom of the Executive is likely to be crowned with com- 
pleat ſucceſs, in ſecuring to us the l of peace, and i in- 
demnification for our violated rights. 


The fame men, who, a few weeks ago, pretended to regulate our 
commerce, were now for deſtroying it by a ſingle blow. The lo- 
vers of peace were {till determined to leave no effort untried to ſe- 
cure it; and if they failed in this, to put America in the beſt poſſi- 
ble ſituation for war. They accordingly propoſed a proviſional 


force from the militia, to be called into actual ſervice by the Preſi- 


dent in caſe of need (0). They brought in a bill for the defence 


of our commerce in the Mediterranean; this was uniformly and P 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the eren of the commercial reſolu- 


tions 


(5) The Journals, March 10, ſhew that this bill, entitled © An aRt to provide a 


| naval armament,” paſſed, 30 voting in the affirmative, and 39 againſt it. Among 


thoſe who vatcd ia the negative, are Mabisou, GII ES, Nicol At, and molt of 


the warm ſupporters of the commercial refolutious, 
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tions on the following ground ; that the commerce was not worth 
the expence of protection, that it would irrte, and provoke Great- 


Britain, that we could not bear the coſt of an armament, that we 


ſhould negociate, not war with Algiers(c). 


The fame men who affefted ſuch anxiety for the navigation of i 
United States, as to be willing to ſurrender their own intereſts for its 
proſperity, now refuſe protect it againſt a cruel and piratical 
enemy that ſteals our property, and enſlaves our citizens. The 
fame men who advocate a ſequeſtration of Britiſh debts, a prohibi- 
tion, of all commercial intercourſe, and aff to believe ſuch mea- 
ſures will not irritate or produce a diſpoſition to war are all at once 
grown ſo delicate and timid as to fear, that the protection of our 
trade, againſt a nation of pirates may be conſtrued into a good 
cauſe of war þy Britain, The ſame men whoſe proud ſpirits could 
not brook a pacific interview with one of the moſt powerful nati- 
ons in the world, can now humbly crouch to ſuplicatea peace with 
the barbarians of Algiers, on their own terms; at the ſame time 
avoiding ſuch meaſures as would alone afford a proſpeR of ſucceſs: 
The ſame men who, after having, (with great patriotiſm, no doubt) 
deſtroyed all the revenues of the Republic, felt rich enough to cope 


with the moſt formidable navy, and the wealthieſt nation on earth, 


have now grown ſo economical, ſo deſpairing of the public abili- 
ty, that with flouriſhing revenues and unimpeachable credit, they 
are afraid to hazard the expence of building a few armed ſhips, 


though by it we inſure a free acceſs tothe moſt abundant ſources of 


commercial proſperity. The citizens of Maſſachusetts are requeſted 
to recur to the debates of Congreſs, and there they will ſee all thoſe 
contradictions in the fpeeches and conduft of men who diſgrace, 
by aſſuming, the name of patriots and friends to their country. 


If we view theſe attempts, as they reſpett our commerce, it is im- 


| poſlible, not to diſcover the moſt. violent hatred to its proſperity; 


the 


t Debates on the act to previde a naval armament, in the Gazette of the United 
States, in March, 1794. 


N 
the moſt determined efforts to ſubject our navigation, an eaſy prey 


to the avarice of barbarians, and our intrepid ſeamen to the ſlavery 
of their galling chains—and that no doubt might be entertained of 


their enmity to commerce, prohibitory acts are called in to deſtroy 
whatever eſcapes the hand of the ſavage. | 


If theſe things are viewed as relative to the peace or defence of 
the nation, it is equally impoſſible not tobchold the moſt active ex- 


ertions to provoke a war, and the moſt pertinacious oppoſition to 


every act that could prepare us for fo dreadful a calamity, Happy 
for America, and honourable to New- England, her Repreſentatives, 


excepting two from Maſſachuſetts, (which it is ſuppoſed the Chro- 
nicle means by the two good) and two from New- Hampſhire, were 
unanimous in oppoſing the commercial reſolutions, the bills prohi- 


| biting all commercial intercourſe with Britain, and ſequeſtering 


Britiſh debts ; in ſupporting the defence of out navigation, andin 
adopting the moſt prudent meaſures to avoid, and the moſt vigorous 
to be prepared for war ; if it could not be avoided with ſafety and 
dignity to the country. Yet if the Chronicle is believed, if the 
anarchical clubs are confided in, New- England had but four virtuous 
Repreſentatives in Congreſs—that all the others were under Bri- 
tiſh influence, and guided in their conduct by that, and a baſe cor- 
rupt ſpeculating diſpoſition ; that all the meaſures of the laſt ſeſſion. 
except the embargo, were the wicked attempts of an ariſtocratical 
Junto, leagued to deſtroy the liberties of the people ; that peace and 
its concomitant bleſſings ; an eſtabliſhed credit; a revenue pro- 
ductive without burthening the citizens; a proſperous trade; the 
ſubmiſſion of private prejudice to public will; the reign of law 
over the dictates of anarchical clubs, are the greateſt curſes that can 
befal a people; change the word people to anarchiſts, democratic, or 
Jelf-ftiled Republican clubs, and every ſober man will allow the charge 


for there is no truth more evident. than if the will of the whole 


people is to be regarded, if the law reigns ſupreme over all, fromthe 
Preſident to the flave ; [Be not aſtoniſhed, freemen of New- England! 
| the 
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4 for in chat land whence you hear the greateſt bellowings about li- 
0 berty a great proportion of the people are ſlaves] which is the eſ- 

| ſence of a republican government, theſe clubs whatever name they 
115 may feign, whatever livery they may aſſume, that attempt to over- 
4 awe the government, muſt be debaſed aud deſpiſed, If the inte- 
| reſts of a great majority are to prevail againſt the vices of. a profli- 
Wm. gate minority; if the people are not to be deceived and cajoled out 
| of their rights and liberties; if they are not to be enſnared in the 
trap, Which anarchy and tyranny have invented, ſet and baited for 
their ruin, theſe fattious and deceitful brawlers, muſt be hooted 
out of the ſociety of freemen. In a word—if virtue, liberty and 
law prevail, vice, tyranny and anarchy muſt fall, 


No. VI. 
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MR, RUSSELL, 
NEV taxes had EA neceſſary to ſupport and defray the 
exigencies of government, and to provide for the pay- 
ment of intereſt accruing on the balances due to the creditor States, 
This latter object, for which the faith of the nation had been ſa- 
1 credly pledged, was peculiarly intereſting to the ſeparate States, 
1 eſpecially to Maſſachuſetts, who had actually contracted with her 
creditors, on the prefumption of being enabled to perform her 


obligation, from a punctual diſcharge by the United States of the 
intereſt due to her. 
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The ſame opponents are to be found, not only as to providing 
the means, but as to the enacting ſuch laws as ſhould fund the 
debt; and the redoubtable Mapisox, whom the Jacobins con- 
ſtantly hold up to our citizens as alone worthy of confidence, to 
the diſgrace of our own repreſentatives, was unwearied in his en- 
deavours to prevent the paſſing of a law to fund the balances due to 
the creditor States, though When the yeas and nays were taken, 
he choſe to deſert his party, and appear on the fide of the yeas, 

| Theſe 


„ 


Theſe men have ever affected to be the friends of the State govern- 
ments; and by their hypocritical cant againſt the Federal, have 4 
duped many into a belief, that they were ſincerely devoted to the 


State governments, But whenever any thing is to be done to 
ſupport the intereſt of States ſeparately, or promote their proſ- 
perity, you find the oppoſition equally ſtrong, and compoled of.the 
fame men. And if the people will take the trouble of turning to 
any Journal of Congreſs, they will there ſee men, whom the Chro- 
nicle declares to be the only perſons, in whom Maſſachuſetts ſhould 
confde, in conſtant, oppoſition to every thing which, as a ſtate, or 
individuals, we have a right to claim, or expect from the Federal 
Legiſlature—they will find their own repreſentatives, at leaſt all 
whom the ſame Chronicle is loading with the vileſt ſlanders, la- 


bouring inceſſantly and ſueceſsfully to ſupport the claims, and 


advance the intereſts of the State Ca . 
Tbe 


ſa] An 3 bill making proviſion for the payment of the intereſt: on the 
balances due to certain States, upon the final ſettlement. of the account between the 


United States and the individual States. It was reſolved in the affirmative - yeas 


52, noes 34, Thoſe who voted in the affirmative, are, 

AYES Ames, Armſtrong, Bald win, Beatty, Bourne, Boudinot, Cad wallader, 
Carnes, Clark, Cobb, Coffin, Coit, Dayton, Dearborn, Dexter, Dent, Fuzſimons, 
Foſter, Gilman, Gillon, Goodhue, Gregg, Griffin, Hartley, Heath, Hillhouſe, Hind- 
man, Hunter, Latimer, Learned, Lee, Lyman, Malbone, McDowell, Montgomery, 
Murray, Niles, Parker, Pickens, Sedgwick, Sherburne, W. Smith, J. Smith, Swift, 
Thacher, Tracey, Trumbull, P. Wadſworth, J. Wadſworth, Ward, Watts, Winn. 

Thoſe who voted in the negative are, 

NOES—Bailey, Claibourne, Coles, Dawſon, Find ley, Gilbert, Giles, Gilleſpie, 
Glen, Gordon, Greenup, Hancock, Heiſter, Locke, Macon, Mebane, Moore, Muh- 
lenburg, Neville, New, Nicholas, Orr, Page Preſton, Scott, Smilie, Talbot, Van 
Alen, Van Cortland, Van Gaaſbeek, Venable, Walker, Winſton. 

The Speaker laid before the Houſe a letter from the Secretary of the Treaſury, 
requeſting that a new enquiry into his official conduct may be inſtituted, in ſome 
mode moſt effectual for an accurate and thorough inveſtigation, Journals of the 


| Houſe of Repreſentatives of the United States, Dec 16, 1793. 


The following extracts from the ſame Journal, ſhew the doings of Congreſs rela- 
tive to the Treaſury Department, Let any man read them, with the letters on the 


revenue ſyſtem, &c. publiſhed in the Chronicle, and he muſt ſee falſehood inevery 


charge contained in theſe letters, againſt the Secretary of the Treaſury. 
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The monies neceſſary were to be drawn from the luxuries of the 


rich. And it was propoſed ta raiſe the amount chiefly on pleaſure 


carriages, loaf- ſugar, ſnuff and ſpirits, Here again you find the ſea- 
| | men 


A memorial of AnoxEw G. Fx AUNCEs, of the City of New-York, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, ſlating, that in the month of May laſt, he "purchaſed warrants of 
the late Board of Treaſury to a conſiderable mount and agrecably to the act of 
Congreſs of the 29:h of Sept. 1789, making appropriations for thoſe warraits, pre- 
ſented them to the Secretary of the Treaſury for payment, but was by him from 
time to time trifled with notwithſtanding the law and ultimate payment, mylleri. 
ouſly denicd or evaded, and praying erquiry into, and relief in the premiſes, Oi- 


: gered, that the ſaid memorial be referred to Samuel Smith, Giles, Findley, Dayton, 


and Coffin, that they do examine the matter thereof and report the fame, with 
their opinion thereupcn, to this Houle.” Journals of the Houſe, Dec. 19. 


The Houſe reſumed the conſideration ot the report of the committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of A. G. Fxaunces. Whereupon r-ſolved, 
That the reaſons aſſigned by the Secretary of the Treaſury for. refuſing pay- 


ment of the warrants referred to in the memorial, are fully ſufficient to juſlify his 


conduct; and that, in the whole courſe of this tranſaction, the Secretary, and other 
officers of the Treaſury, have ated a meritorious part toward the public. | 

6 Reſolved, That the charge exhibited in the memorial againſt the Secretary of 
the Treaſury, relative to the purchaſe of the penſion of Baron de Gl Auskex, is 
wholly illiberal and groundleſs.” Journals of the _ of F Fe- 
bruary 19 

On motion — 

66 Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine the ſtate of the Trea- 
ſury Department, and that they be inſtrufted to report to the Houſe, generally there- 
on, and, among other things, more particularly— 

1ſt. Whether the form of keeping the accounts be e to effectuate the 
diſpoſitions of the public mon es, as preſcribed by law. 

ad. Whether the caſh receipts from the domeſlic reſources, have exceeded 

equally or fallen ſhort of the domeſtic caſh expenditures, from the eſtabliſhment of 


| the government, to the firſt day of January, 1794, remarking the dates and amounts 


of any exceſs or deficiency quarterly. 
6 .d, Whether the ſinking fund at the time of its eſtabliſhment, conſiſts of caſh 


or bonds ; ſpecifying in the latter caſe, as nearly as may be, the ſeveral dates at 


which any ſum or ſums of each bond became — 


« gth, What proceedings have been had under the laws of the 4th and 12th of 
Augu?, 1790, autheriſing loans of money, and what authorities were given for 


theſe **. That they alſo ſtate, in dollars and cents, the groſs principal of 
debts 
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men who were boaſting of their love of equality, their hatred of 


what they termed ariſtocracy, and their devotion to the poor, loudly 
oppoling a tax on chariots, becauſe they were a neceſſary of life !—- 
* Theſe 


debts in Holland, produced to the United States by the ſaid loans, and the preciſe 
amount of the prineipal of the foreign debt, which has been diſcharged thereby. 
What portion of ſuch loans has been drawn to the United States, at what dates, and 
by what authority: In what manner ſuch drafts have been applied; under what 
forms and checks thoſe drafts were made; and whether the monies raiſed thereby 
were immediately depoſited in the Treaſury ; if not, in what places, and to what 
amount, were ſuch monies depoſited; how much time elapſed after ſuch loans, be- 
fore the ſaid money came into the Treafury, Whether a complete fulfillment of 
our engagements to France, was in any degree obviated by ſuch drafts, Whether 
any portion of the French debt remained unpaid, at the end of 1492 ; and whether 
any balance of the ſaid debt is yet unpaid. And that the committee do alſo report 
the date of the firſt information to this Houſe, communicating the ſaid drafts; and 


Whether any call of the Houſe was made upon the Treaſury «Mp which em- 


braced the idea of a previous diſcloſure thereof, 

« gth. That the committet be alſo inſtructed to report the whole amount of the 
exiſting debt of the United States, diſcriminating the domeſtic from the foreign 
debt, and ſpecifying the amount of domeſtic debt, bearing a preſent intereſt of ſix 
per centum; the amount bearing a preſent intereſt of three per centum, and the 


amount deferred. That they alſo report the increaſe or decreaſe of the whole debt- 


of the United States, and the operation of the ſinking fund to the end of the year 199g. 
: „ Ordered, That Mr. Bald w in, Mr. Hunter, Mr. McDowell, Mr. Giles, Mr. 


Greenup, Mr Dent, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Irvine, Mr. Beatty, Mr. Van Cortland, Mrs 


Niles, Mr, Swift, Mr. Malbone, Mr. Coffin, and Mr. Wiag⸗te, be the committce. 
Journals of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Feb. 24 
The geatlemen from (onnecticut. Rhode -Jfland and Maſſachuſetts, were new mem- 
bers, and of courſe uninfluenced by any former connection with Col. Hamritron., 
A great majority of the others had frequently declared their enmity to the Secretary 
and his ſyſtems: Their report, as is ſaid above, placed his character beyond the reach 
of ſlander, and concludes thus—** That it appears from the affidavits of the caſhier, 
and ſeveral officers of the bank of the United States, and of ſeveral of the directors, 
he caſhier, and other officers of the bank of Neu- York, that the Secretary of the Trea- 
ſury never has, either direftly or ind rectly, for himſelf or. any other perſon, procur- 
ed any diſcount or credit, from either of the ſaid banks, upon the baſis of any pub. 
lic.mooies, which at any time has been depoſited therein under his direction: And 
the committee are ſatisfied that no monies of the United States, whether before or 
after they have paſſed to the credit of the Treaſurer, have ever been, direRiy or in- 
direQly uſed for, or applied to, any purpoſes but that of the government ; except ſo 
far as all monics depoſited in a bank are concerned in the general operations there.“ 
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Theſe are the plain Republicans, the humble Democrats, the ſin- 
cere preachers of the doctrines of liberty and equality, who affect 
to diſdain the upright yeomen of Neu- England, as ariſtocrats, be- 
cauſe they independently ride in a ſingle horſe chaiſe, or with equal 
independence go on foot! To tax chariots, loaf-ſugar, ſnuff and ſpi- 
rits, was grinding the face of the poor, and wringing from the hard 
earnings of poverty;*the delights of whiſky and the luxury of a 
coach and four! All the clubs reſolved that fuch taxes were an in- | 
fringement of their rights; and the bawling ſons of liberty and 
equality, fram the ſouth, thundered their anathemas againſt ſuch in- 
vaſions, as though they were to be deprived of their ſlaves. The mob 
of Pittſburg hath roſe in arms to defend their whiſky,and the doctrines 
of anarchical clubs. The writers in Bache's paper in Philadelphia, 
in Greenleaf's in New-York, and in the Chronicle in Boſton —all, moved 
by the ſame ſpring, and playing the ſame game they did the laſt ſum- 
mer, are deſirous, that Congrels ſhould be called together, to de- 
termine, whether rifing in arms, burning the houſes of the officers 
of government, murdering the inhabitants, robbing the mails, and 
threatening with death all who ſhall dare execute the laws, or even 
entertain ſentiments in favour of them, be an inſurrection againſt 
law; and whether the Preſident, whoſe duty is, to ſee the laws ex- 
ecuted, had better exerciſe that power veſted in him, by the conſtitu- 
tion and law, for the cruſhing rebellion, and ſupport of the admini- 
ſtration of juſtice; or petition Congreſs to repeal acts determined 
by the clubs, and Iriſi emigrants alone, to be odious and againſt li- 
berty, | 


If the citizens will read the debates of Congreſs, on the ſubje& 
of theſe taxes; and mark the men oppoſed to them, and the reaſon of 
their oppoſition, it will be impoſſible not to ſee through their ſhal- 
low artifices ! not to feel the moſt indignant contempt for ſuch falſe 
pretences to republicaniſm! Perhaps it may be thought that the 
men, who oppoſed thele taxes, propoſed other objects, which were 
more of a luxury than chariots, ſnuff and loaf ſugar, from which to 
raiſe the neceſſary ſums. For it ought to pe remembered, that none 
denied the neceſſity of ſome taxes; and the ſame men Who now op- 


poſed 


| 1 48 I 
poſed theſe, had unifomly declared that war which would demand 
millions, even to defend us, was inevitable, They did propoſe 
others—The ſame perſons who were for prohibiting all commerce, 
who had declared our commerce was ruined, conſidered that as the 
only ſource of revenue, and propoſed to draw a:l the monies from 
additional duties on imported articles ; {till perſiſting in the madeſt 
aſſurance of declaring that they were the only men who deſired to 
promote the navigation of the Eaſtern States. This failing; out 
of pure affection to the huſbandmen, and land-holders, they propo- 


ſed a tax on land, and left their ſpecial grace and guardianſhip of 
New-England intereſts ſhould be doubted, they propoſed a tax on 


cyder. It would be waſting time to make any comments on ſuch 
conduct, before the enlightened citizens of Maſſachuſetts. Theſe 
hypocrites have deceived none but themſelves, They have inſult- 
ed all who are really actuated by, and are ſincerely devoted to, re- 
publican principles, by eſtimating their talents and their virtues ac- 
cording to the rank of their own degraded minds, | 


The faction of which I have been W hath always SUED | 
their moſt poiſoned darts at the Secretary of the Treaſury, He 


hath been deſcribed in all their public gazettes, as a lover of 
' monarchy, and the enemy of free government, as deſerving all 
the curſes that can be heaped upon an individual, for his ſyſtem of 
finance, and his reports on the debt of the Union. | Any crimes 
that could render him odious to a free people, have been charged 
upon him. To infuſe into the minds of the citizens fears and 
jealouſies that their monies were miſappropriated, and that this 
upright ſtateſman was guilty of frauds on the public, a great part 
of the ſeſſion of Congreſs in March, 1593, was ſpent in reſolves 
and orders for reports on the treaſury, artfully calculated to create 


the moſt violent alarms. And when his report had fully anſwered | 


every charge, and fatisfied the moſt ſcrupulous and jealous mind, 
and at the eve of Congreſs, they brought in a ſtring of reſolutions, 
which were intended to agitate and rankle in the public mind, 
during the laſt ſummer. They declared their intention of poſt- 
poning a conſideration of them, until next Congreſs, But a ſenſe 

8 ; ; of 
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of juſtice induced all but fix or ſeven members to rif> as one man, 
and declare their determination to employ every moment of time 


in diſcuſſing them until their political death, If true, faid they, 


the miniſter ſhall be impeached, If falſe, juſtice to the public, as 

well as the individual demanded a decifion, It is well remembered 

how honorable the vote was to the charafter of the Secretary. 
This malignant and envious faction, in ſurly ſilence, ſaw virtue 


ebay over all their weak and wicked arts, This character, 


ported by inflexible integrity, and the moſt unremitted and ſuc- 
= efforts for the public good, was borne on the wings of 


© fame, far beyond the reach of their envenomed ſhafts, 


and left them nothing but the ſad mortification of having illuſtrated 
his glory and their own diſgrace. Notwithſtanding ſo complete 
an overthrow to the falſehoods of party in Congreſs, the Chronicle 
hath been continually endeavoring to impoſe on the minds of our 


citizens, that the public monies have been badly kept, and unfaith- 
fully apppropriated. 


In the courſe of the laſt ſummer, ſome writings on the conſtrue- 


tion of our treaty with France, and the authority of the Preſident 


to iſſue his proclamation of neutrality, appeared in a Philadelphia 
paper under the ſignature of Pacificus ; they were read with ſingular 
pleaſure, throughout the United States, and not the ſmalleſt anſwer 
ever attempted to be made to them in New-England. The deſign 
was to obviate the following objections made to the proclamation, 
Viz. © That it was without authority; that it was contrary to our 
treaties ; that it was contrary to the gratitude due from this country 
to that ; that it was out of time, and unneceſſary,” Theſe objec- 


tions were fully and ſatisfactorily anſwered. 


The whole people, by their ende ine unanimouſly appro- 


| | |bated the proclamation. And in their conduct with France, 


have ſanftioned every ſentiment contained in theſe papers. The 
French nation hath acceded to their juſtice by recalling their 
inſolent miniſter, for his oppoſition to the rules preſcribed by the 
Preſident, which rules theſe. writings attempted to juſtify, The 


Chronicle 
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Chronicle without ever publiſhing them, has been conſtantly telling 


the public, they were the productions of the Secretary of the 
Treafury ; and were a compilation of arguments to induce America 
to break her treaty with France and. vilify that nation. Thoſe 


who have read, or will read them, will be at a loſs which moſt to 


admire at, the falſehoods of theſe Chronicle writers, or "TR 
attempts to impoſe on the public, | 


The end was obvious. By making falſe repreſentations of their 
contents, and then charging them on the Secretary, they hoped to 


_ deſtroy the confidence repoſed in him by theſe States; and thereby 


deprive the people of his ſervices, and his talents. 


At the commencement of the late ſeſſion, he deſired that a 
committee might be appointed to examine into his conduct. Such 
a committee, conſiſting of a member from each State, and moſtly. 
compoſed. of his avowed and perſonal enemies, went through a 
moſt minute and critical inveſtigation of all the fiſcal concerns of the 
nation; and was conſtrained. to make a report, that, in the moſt 
unqualified manner, evinces to the world, that all his condu& 
hath been guided by the moſt exemplary wiſdom, correctneſs and 
purity, For reaſons beſt known to themſelves, though by no 
means equivocal to the community, the antifederal printers have 
never choſen to communicate this report, or any part thereof, to 
the public ; but are continually attempting to impoſe on their 
readers, a farrago of nonſenſe, and falſehood, contained in a ſeries 
of letters, ſaid to have been written in Philadelphia : All which 
falſchoods, ſo far as they reſpett the Secretary of the Treaſury, 
have been refuted by the report afore-referred to, and by the almoſt 
unanimous voice of the repreſentatives of the people. Citizens of 
Maſſachuſetts, read this report, theſe letters, the publications in the 


antifederal papers, and judge for yourſelves, what credit is due to 


ſuch gazettes, and the writers in them. 


That a faction hath been determined to involve our country in 


war and confuſion, and to prevent any preparation for its defence, 
to deſtroy our commerce, and ſubject our government to-the regu. 
lation 


. 
: lation of foreigners, and the moſt abandoned of our on citizens 
will be as evident as any truth in holy writ, to all who will take 


the trouble to examine men by their conduct, not their profeſſions 


and who will attend to the debates of the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs 
and the accordant effects of the anarchiſts abroad. But if any yet 
doubt, let me requeſt them to read the reſolves of the anarchical 
clubs, look into the antifederal papers through the continent, and 
conſider what end is propoſed by the conſtant abuſe heaped on the 
Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Secretary of the Treaſury, Chief Juſtice, 
and all the Repreſentatives from New-England, except one or two, 
without offering the leaſt evidence in ſupport of their charges 
and all this, at a time when proſperity is to be ſeen and felt in every 
corner of the United States, when the moſt complete ſucceſs is 


attendant on their doings—when the moſt unqualified approbation 


of their conduct hath been redounded from all individuals, who are 
not covered by anonymous ſignatures ; and from all bodies and 


_ claſſes of citizens, who are not concealed in ſecret chambers, or 


hidden from public view by midnight darkneſs, 
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NR. RUSSELL, 
1* the courſe of theſe Ee 1 hk "INH REN, 
that no Act of Congreſs, except the embargo, was approbated 
by the clubs. This, as being a ſtep toward war, was received 
with peculiar delight þy the war party, 


When the Britiſh committed their outrageous depredations on 
our trade; when the unjuſt and inſidious order of November was 
known, the criſis of our public affairs became marked with ſuch 


extraordinary circumſtances, as to appal many of our ſteadieſt pa- 
triots; while they were contemplating what to do, and before it 
was reſolved that redreſs for our injuries ſhould be ſought through 
the medium of pacific hegpeintion, Congreſs impoſed an embarga 


for 
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for chirty which was continued for fixty dv Some, and not a. 
few, conſidered, that arreſting all ſupplies to the Weſt Judies, would 
greatly diftrefs the Britifh fleet and army, as well as the Britiſn 
poſſeſſions in thoſe ſeas. An idea, that you can ſtarve an unjuſt in- 
vader of your rights into a recompence for the injuries ſuffered, by 
withholding your own property, is flattering to the pride of him 
who entertains it : That while ſupplies are thus withheld, the per- 


| ſons withholding really ſuffer great loſs and injury, by abſtaining 


from a good market; for that article which became of no uſe at 


home, afforded an high triumph of virtue over ſelf-intereſt. + - 


For a time, ſuch refle&ions had weight with many ; but after the 


meaſure was viewed with coolneſs, it was obſerved, that an attempt 


to ſtarve a people, had ſo often proved futile, and ſo frequently 
been made to recoil on thoſe who adopted ſuch meaſures, that it 
was unwiſe for us to make the effort, at fuch immenſe loſs ; that a 
title œconomy in the expenditure of their proviſions, would abun- 


- dantly ſupply the deficiency occaſioned by our embargo ; that an 


expeQation of its continuance would induce adventurers from Eu- 
rope with every thing ufually purchaſed of us, and would prevent 
the ſale of our produce; that we ought by all means, to encourage 
the dependence of thoſe iſlands on the United States for ſupport—and + 
avoid every act that ſhould compel them to ſeek ſupplies from their 
own grounds, or from the mother country; that our ſeamen: were 
idle and diſturbing the peace of our towns, inſtead of obtaining an 
honeſt livelihood on the ocean ; that more than 20,000 tons of ſhip- 
ping, were decaying at the wharves in Boſton ; our produce was pe- 
riſhing on our hands; our rope-makers, andall the various artifi- 
cers uſually employed m and about navigation, were out of buſineſs, 
and ſuffering for bread. 


Such reflections induced many good and wiſe men to "tk the em- 
bargo would not be continued. It ceaſed on the 26th May. When 
the queſtion for its continuance was tried in Congrels, the men who 
had unifomly ſupported the Commercial Reſolutions, and oppoſed. 
every preparation for war, while they endeavoured to bring this evil 
on the country, declared, as it was underſtood to be the requeſt of 


N 
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the French Miniſter that it might no longer be impoſed, they were 
againſt its continuance. The diſtreſſes of our citizens, the loſs to 
our own country, by a deſtruction of its commerce, could not ope- 
rate on ſuch falſe patriots ; a ſlight inconvenience to a foreign na- 
tion was.ſufhcient to produce any act. Such men may boaſt of being 
very good Frenchmen; but have no right to aſſume the name of 
American patriots. Our duty as Chriſtians, leads us to wiſh well 
to all mankind. As friends to liberty, we are bound to uſe all ef- 
forts, not inconſiſtent with our own preſervation, in favour of thoſe 
we think engaged in a virtuous ſtruggle for its deſence. But pa- 
triotiſm requires, that our country and its proſperity ſhould be the 
firſt objects of our hearts, and the primary motive of our legiſlative 
acts. Neither religion, morality, nor the love of liberty, dictate any 
other doctrine. 


The event proved, that we over- rated our importance in ſupply- 
ing the IWeft- Indies and that Britiſh adventurers, having been in- 
formed of the embargo, arrived there as ſoon as thoſe from the 
United States, and depreſſed the price of our cargoes, in many 
inſtances. below their coſt. The clubs reſolved in favor of the 
embargo, and for its continuance; and ſo conſtant and vociferous 
were tlieir members for its propriety, and in declaring all property 
unſafe on the ocean, that many men, confiding in their declarations, 
end hurried away by their clamours, ſold whole cargoes, which 
they had intended for the European market, and chartered to 
wiſerand firmer men, their own veſſels, tocarry thoſe articles. It 
is true, they obtained a valuable charter for their veſſels, but an 
immenſe profit on the cargoes, their confidence in thoſe unworthy 
men, hath trans ferred from themſelves to others, 


Notwithſtanding this meaſure kept in idleneſs more than an 
hundred thouſand tons of ſhipping not withſtanding our produce 
was viſibly periſhing on our hands —notwithſtanding thouſands, 
who depended on commerce for a daily ſupport, were ſuffering the 
oreateſt diſtreſs, the members of the anarchical clubs, at the ſame 
time, pretending to be the only friends to navigation, huſbandry 
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and manufactures, diſcovered the moſt indecent reſentment 
at Congreſs, for not continuing the. embargo. It requires 
ſome little attention, though no great to diſcern their motives. As 
it was one ſtep towards war, it gratified their ſecond paſſion, as it 
would create enemies to the federal government, it gratified their 
firſt. A recurrence to the Chronicle, that faithful record of all 
their ſentiments, will convince us of theſe truths. In one page 


the writers in that paper advocate the neceſſity of going to war, 
and in another, the fitneſs and propriety of the embargo; and their 


whole artillery of abuſe is thundered on all, who venture a word 


againſt its expediency. The diſtreſſes of our trade are pictured in 


the moſt lively colours, and it is conſtantly declared, that our 
ſeamen and merchants are groaning in poverty, and government is 
ſolemnly called upon to relieve them, and by the ſame men, who 
loudly applaud a meaſure which puts an end to all commerce ; 
and to give a climax to their wicked intentions the Chronicle 
declares to the merchants, that they owe no allegiance to the 
government, becauſe, ſay its editors, the government hath afforded 
them no protection. This is ſaid to a claſs of ſuffering citizens, 
moſt of whom, if not all, are perfectly ſatisfied with the doings of 
government to procure the needed redreſs. The writers, in this 
paper, could not ſucceed in their attempts to involve the country 
in war—they therefore boldly preach up rebellion againſt law. 


We have remarked on the attempt made in one houſe of Congreſs 


to betray us into war, by ſequeſtering Britiſh debts; and to delude 


the middle and northern ſtates into hoſtilities with Britain, for the 
purpoſe of liberating ſome men in the ſouthern ; from the obligations 
they owed to their creditors. Our merchants, and other citizens 
were too wiſe to be gulledby the bait of indemnification, ſo artfully 


| tacked to the reſolve—and it failed. In the other houſe, in the Se- 


nate of the United States, a motion was formally made by one, and 
ſeconded by another of the Senators from Virginia, to ſuſpend the 
execution of the fourth article of the treaty of peace between the 
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United States and. . a). It is ſome conſolation for the 
diſgrace ariſing from the exiſtence of ſuch a motion, that thoſe two 
only voted in favour of it. Fourteen voted againſt it. Thirteen 
were abſent. Abſence paid reſpet to the ſenſibility of the American 
people! Though vice can never change its nature, it is ſometimes 


obliged to render a tribute of homage to virtue !—Here was an 


open, undiſguiſed attempt to repeal the treaty of peace, and oblige all 


America to commence a new war, to ſupport certain inhabitants of 


the Southern States, in withholding from their creditors their juſt 
dues, The people of New-England certainly, and 1 believe all 
North of the Patowmac had paid their debts, and ſettled with their 


"creditors, Was it equal, right, or Juſt, - again to open the ſcenes 
of war and devaſtation, to ſcreen their Southern brethren, from 


doing what they had done years ago? After our own citizens had 


ſubmitted to law, and the obligations of treaty, in times the moſt 


difficult, would it be equal to tax their property for the ſupport of 
a war, to ſhield thoſe who refuſe ſuch obedience in times the moſt 
favourable for their compliance ? Here we have fully explained the 
motives of many, whoſe defires for war were otherwiſe inexpli- 
cable. For it is well known, that in ſuchan event, the Southern States 
muſt look, for their defence, to the other parts of the Union. The 
ſlaves, which compoſe their ſtrength in peace, would debilitate 
and weaken them in war, Their country, expoſed to attacks from 
abroad, and eaſily invaded, could preſent nothing but extreme 


diſtreſs and poverty. All thoſe diſtreſſes appeared light, compared 


with the reſtraints of law, and ſubmiſſion to our national obliga- 
tions. Even ſuch motives cannot be imputed to our Nothern 
citizens; we mult look for their love of war, their oppoſition to 
the people and the government, in motives ſtill more . baſe, in 


principles {till more malignant. 


The clubs of Carolina after having ſolicited an adoption by the 
Jacobin club of Paris; after having addreſſed Conſul Mancovrir, 
(who 


{a) See Journals of the Senate United States, May 8. 
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{who aftually granted commiſſions and levied war in South-Carolina) 
in terms expreſſive of their regard and eſteem, burnt the effigies of 
Mr. SM1TH of that State, and Mr, Aus of Maſſachuſetts, becauſe of 
their efforts in favour of peace. The clubs in V/ irginia have ex- 
preſsly reſolved that the conſtitution wanted altering, becauſe if it 
were not altered, Was nix rox might again be Preſident, whom 
they very graciouſly liken to the greateſt deſpot on earth. The 
clubs in Philadelphia reſolve, that his conduct is unconſtitutional, 
and that the laws of Congreſs are odious. The ſame language 15 held 
by thoſe of New-York, Maſſachuſetts, Vermont, and Maine, They 
have all declared in favour of the commercial reſolutions, of a con- 
tinuance of the embargo, in favour of war, and againſt every prepa- 
ration for ſuch an event, and againſt the endeavors of the Preſident, 
to obtain redreſs by pacific negociation. And they all hold, that it 
is againſt liberty, and independence, to ſay a word in favour of the 
Preſident, and other patriots, well known by their ſervices; but 
that it is abſolutely neceſſary to follow undeviatingly the didtates 
of the clubs, of Map1son, and the ſouthern repreſentatives,— 
Their characters unknown, their names all impoſed on the people as 
favorers of liberty. Conſider for a moment the probability that 
this is true, from what applies to them all, Inſtead of living by the 
labor of their own hands, they are ſupported by the labor of ſlaves ; 
their habits and manners, from this circumſtance, are neceſſarily in 
favor of domination; and againſt equal liberty, or equal rights,— 
One of them a member of the Senate, and' a moſt violent declaimer 
in favor of liberty and equality, in the laſt feſſion, propoſed that 
Senators ſhould declare on their honor, and not depoſe on oath, All 
the nothern members, and thoſe, whom the demagogues are con- 
ſtantly calling ariſtocrats, oppoſed this prepoſterous motion, They 
felt no indignation in being bound by the fame rules, as their 
fellow-citizens. This outrageous democrat thought his honor 


| ] to the oath of a plebeian ! | 
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The people of New-England are equally repreſented, whether 
rich or poor; and their repreſentatives are the repreſentatives of 
men equally free, and poſſeſſing equal rights. From a peculiarity 
in our federal conſtitution, the blacks, that is the ſlaves, who are 
as much property as horſes, are repreſented. I miſtake; the whites 
have a greater repreſentation in proportion to the ſlaves they hold. 
Slaves are not permitted to vote, and more than twelve of the re- 
preſentatives from the ſouthern ſtates are ſolely on account of their 
ſlaves. From whence then, 1s it probable, the intereſts of the 
country, and the rights of equal liberty are more truly repreſented ? 


From a land, where ſlavery is unknown, where religion and learn- 
ing are generally diffuſed, and where the poor are taught equally 
with the rich; or from that land where a great proportion of the 
inhabitants are ſlaves, and till the ground of their lordly maſters, 
where education at the public expence is unknown, and where the 
poverty of the poor is their curſe, for they are neceſſarily bred 
up in ignorance and abſolute idleneſs, or condemned to the ſevereſt 
drudgery ? 


Conſider the mode of their elections, and determine from that, 
whether pure republican manners are more truly repreſented from 
New-England, or from the ſouthern States. In New-England, elec- 
tions are condutted in peace and order ; and every man who hath a 
legal right, votes, unmoved by fears of any kind; and none, ſome 
few inſtances in the ſeaports excepted, but thoſe who have a right, 
are ever admitted to vote, Now take the deſcription of a ſouthern 
election from one of their members in the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs : 
the truth of ich was aſſented to by all. Mr. Sw1TH of Maryland, 
in ſpeaking on the conteſted election of Mr. PxzsTON, from FVirgi- 
nia, ſaid that he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at hearing another mem- 
ber, Mr. W. SM11TH, expreſs ſo much reſentment at an elefion riot. 
The gentleman had acceſs to the hiſtory of a certain election, where 
the very chancellor of the court of juſtice, bred a riot in his own 


court, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſerving his party. Much hath 
| | been 


E 


been ſaid about the enormity of knocking down a juſtice e peace; 

and in the report it was ſtated, as if the magiſtrate had bed at the 

court-houſe, in his official capacity. Now fir, continued Mr.5M1TH, 
in this part of it, the report is not fair. The juſtice of pece was 

not there in his official capacity. He was there drunk, ſir, and he 
gave the firſt blow to the man who knocked him down. By he firſt 

accounts of this election, he had been very much prejudiced againſt 
the election of the ſitting member. But when he came to examine 
cloſely into the buſineſs, he declared that he had never krown an 
election, where there was ſo little miſchief, He was ſorry for the 

honor of his part of the country, to give this account of it to the 
eaſtern members; but in point of common juſtice to Mr, PxESTOx, 
they ought to be informed, that a ſouthern election was quite a dif- 
ferent ſort of tranſaction from one of theirs. In the evidence before 
the houſe, it had been ſtated that one perſon had been ſeen at che 
court-houſe, with a club under his coat. But fir, ſaid Mr. Squiru, 
I have known five hundred voters aſſembled, to have clubs under 
their coats. So that if ſuch a circumſtance is to ſet aſide an elec- 
tion, the committee may begin by diſſolving mine. If the committee 
are to break up every election, where perſons were ſeen drunk, they 
will have a great deal of work on hand, Sir. In what way were elec- 
tions for ſouthern members carried on ? A man of influence came to 
the place of election at the head of two or three hundred of his friends: 
and to be ſure they would not, if they could helþ it, ſuffer any body on 
the other ſide to give a vote as long as they were there. It was cer- 
tainly a very bad cuſtom and muſt very much ſurpriſe an eaſtern * 
member, but it was the cuſtom, and perfectly known to be ſo, and 
therefore it was very injurious to hold up the conduct of Capt. 


PxzsTON as apretence for diſſolving the election.“ (6) 


Theſe things would derive no illuſtration from the labours of my 
humble pen. Every man who reads and will reflett for himſelf, 
muſt diſcern the difference, and will eaſily determine on which tree 
he 

(6) Sce debates of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, April 29. 
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he 1 Won for the fruit of real liberty and equality of rights. 
The clvs and their Gazette, the Chronicle, have conſtantly la- 


bouredwith theſe falſe pretenders to republicaniſm, againſt the re- 


preſenttives from New-England, who have been unanimous, with : 
an excption of only four men, to preſerve to us the bleſlings of 
peace md the proſperity of commerce. From what cauſe have 
theſe clabs derived their influence? Whence have they impoſed on 
their felow-citizens, a belief that they were really the ſupporters 
of liberty? They have affected to be friends of the French Revo- 
lution, and have faliely :ſcribed all their hatred to our own 
country and government, to an over heated zeal for French 
liberty. The people whe will weigh their real merits on this 
head, will find their pretenſons equally falſe and arrogant. They 
took part with GENE T, wWio hath been diſgraced by his own 
country, and who, the leading men of France declare, did all in 
his power to injure their cauie in America, They joined with the 
French atheiſts in ridiculing all religion, and RoBesPIERRE, the 
Preſident of the National Convention, now affirms to the world, 
that this ſyſtem of atheiſm was a plan of the deſpots combined 
againſt France, to render their cauſe odious; and that thoſe men 
who preached up the annihilation of the ſoul were hirelings paid to 
betray the liberties of the French. All the clubs in France, are 
found to be inimical to liberty, and eſpecially the Jacobin—and a 
decree of the National Convention hath ordered their debates to 
be public ; that not anſwering the purpoſe, the National Convention 
hath abſolutely decreed the abolition of all clubs. Our clubs have 
prayed an adoption by the Jacobin club of Paris (c). The Chronicle 
| * hath 


a Extract of the Gazette Nationale, or Moniteur Univerſel, No. 276 :— 


FACOBIN SOCIETY — ; 
October, 1793. Cour px Lois in the Chair. 
Tue Republican Society of Charleſton, in Carolina, one of the United States of 
Fmerica, demand of the Jacobin Club its adoption, 
Haun We have ſpilt our blood for the eftabliſhment of American 
Liberty. 
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hath conſtantly vaunted that their clubs were Jacobin ut they 

gloried in the name, and were proud of the alliance; and hat the 

Jacobins of France had done all that ever had been donan that 

country, for the ſupport of liberty. Now the French peole, by 

their Convention, declare to the world, that theſe Jacobas have 

diſgraced their cauſe, and been in league with their enenies to 

deſtroy them. They have endeavored to involve our country in 
war, under this falſe pretence of love to the French. Wben it is 
well known, that if this dreadful event ſhould take plice, we 
could neither furniſh the ſupplies we now do, nor even pay the 
monies we owe them; and the French nation hath declared that 
p we can more promote their cauſe, by remaining at peace than by join- 
ing in the war. Review the condutt of theſe men as reſpe&. the whole 
of the French Revolution, and it will be found that they have uni- 
formly and ſtrenuouſly ſupported Daxrox, DuwourIER, Bx1s- 
sor, and GENxx, men long ſince denounced as traitors to the French 
cauſe, that they invariably ſupported thoſe meaſures which were in- 
tended to overthrow the French Revdlution and diſgrace the cha- 
rafter of France, In that country their accomplices have been diſ- 
covered, and fallen victims to their treaſons. In America, their 
ſchemes have already ripened into rebellion and open inſurrettion 
againſt the government and the people, and when as well known 
as their brethren in villainy, will meet with the juſt indignation of 
| a free and enlightened community. The Preſident, the Chief 


5 Juſtice, the late Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treaſury, 

: and the Secretary at War, were vilified and traduced, and {till are 

g by theſe enemies of liberty, as hoſtile to the French cauſe, becauſe 

| $ of 

a Liberty. I think that the Americans ought to do the ſame for us, before we grant 
them adoption,” 


A Citizen — Before engaging them to intermeddle in our war, it is neceſſary to 
underſtand one another, to come to an agreement with them. I do not ſee then a 
more efficacious way for the previous re-union, than an adoption of their ſociety.” 

Col lor Dt HE AB01s— After making ſome general obſervations, lay“ Ne 
vertheleſs, we ſhould not neglect the advantages which may ariſe from this advance. 
I conclude that we agree to this adoption.“ 
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vior as auch as it was diſapproved by America. Let us not then 


actions of, the Anarchical dubs, recur to Bac HE“ s paper in Phila- 


dent falſchoods, they are conſtantly publiſhing againſt patriots, 


* 6 y 1 
FA : ay ? : * 1 4 A * ah 2 
oY | * r RE Is. AA 


F 56 ES 


of their/ppoſition to the unjuſt agoreſſions of Gx NE r. It now 
appears bat the French nation, and our own government thought 
in uniſa on this ſubject—and that France diſapproved his beha- 


be deluæd by ſuch afſumptions—for if we examine their conduct, 
and teſt their principles and aſſertions, by their actions, we ſhall 
find thim equally traitors to the caule of liberty, wherever her 


ſtandurl is erected, whether 1 in France or America, 


Citizens of M aſſachuſetts / The writer of theſe papers, addreſſes 
vou, as men who know the value of liberty, and can juſtly appre- 
ciate the bleſſings of a free government. He aſks your cindid at- 
tention to what hath been ritten and if you doubt the truth of 
any aſſertiont recur to the dbates of Congreſs, and to their journals, 
if it reſpects the doings of hat body—if it be relative to the tranſ- 


delphia, GREENLEAT's in New-York, or AbAus and LARKIR's in 
Boſton, and you will find the aſſertions abundantly confirmed. Me- 
ditate calmly and ſeriouſly, on the preſent and paſt ſtate of our pub- 
lic affairs. Conſider who aie the men, and what the means, that 
have produced ſuch unexampled proſperity on our country. Con- 
der who are the men, that have oppoſed, and {till oppoſe and tra- 
duce your old and tried friends. Reflect on thoſe baſe and impu- 


grown grey in your ſervice, Alk your own hearts, what muſt be 
the motives of theſe factious men? Examine things, and be not, 
led aſtray by words, Judge men by their actions, not by their 
profeiions, Confide in your own ſober reflections. Reverence 
the inſtitutions of our forcfatherss Be true to yourſelves, your 
country, and your God—ar:d liberty and our free Conſtitution 
will be tranimitted to a grate ful poſterity the wonder and admire 
ration of the world. | 
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